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[5] Righreous Man : 
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| ThxCharatter of a true 


Beleever in his approac 
towards Heaven. 


Whereunto is added \ PN 
The Reſolution of a Caſe of Separa 
tion betwixt Man and Wife, 


Propounded to the Author by a 
party much concerned. 


By William Moore ReQtor at Whal- 
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| London,Pcinted by E. Cotes, for Henry Everſ- 
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To the Honourable 
Sir RALPH ASHTON 


| Baronet. 


Our requeſt is 4 
Rey command. Þ bave 
Sw tranſcribed theſe 
\ notes, and as near as I could 
to 4 very ſyllable as they 

2 were 


ee a a _ 


were delivered in tbe Pul- 
pit. Not that I judge them 
worthy your furtber view, 
but becauſe I judge you wor- 
thy to command any thing 
which ts called mine. And it 
# an honour to me that you 
do accept of this poor mite. 
If inthe leaſt a furtherance 
tothe joy of Faith, it will 


more then recompenſe. T bat 


ou take beed 10 the better 


part, ſearching the Scri- 
ptures whether theſe things 
be ſo, beſpeaks you a Þe- 


rean, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
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© The Epiflle Dedicatory. = 


- | rean,and of more noble ſpi- 
: | rit. But ſecond thongbts I 
, | preſume will corref# your 
motion for tbe Preſſe. Ve 
r | hive in a bold age indeed, 
+ | Scribimus indoQti doRtigz: 
t | And Jeremie's Figs bave 
| thetr applauſe, both thoſe that 
* | are extremely pood, and 
| thoſe that are' extremely 
| bad: but this you Þ finde in 
neither basket. T be Subje@ 
I confeſſe is worthy to be 
| ſeen abroad ; and now per- 
baps mo1e- neceſſary, then 
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at other times. We ſee bow 


* The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


the Feſuit bath exchang'd 


bis poyſon.* and the genera- 
tion of vipers multiply. Oh 


bow theyrend the bowels of 


their Mather! And the 
Church of England, once 
the moſt glorious Church in 
the Chriſtian world, now 


fled into the Wilderneſſe. 


Yet Elidh hath ſome T bou- 


ſands, and a John in Pat- 


mos; compantons in tribu- 
. . ” 

tation, and in the King- 

dome, and patience of. 7eſus 


Cbrift, 


_— m—_ 
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T The Epiſtle Dedicatory. TE 
(briſt. 7 be Lord put 1t 1n- 


| to the bands and bearts of 


or Nehemiahs to reedifie 
ſerulalem. T be chief ſtone 
mthe foundation ts. bere 
laid. But I could wiſh a Be- 


raleel in the work, a more 


and builder. Mihi cur- 


| taſupellex. It bolds good 


| with me in more ſenſes then 
m one, Beſrdes, you know 
my conſtant task ; and it fals 


- | out with -me, as with the 


aL 


- * man that bath many chil- 
| | dren, tbe younger ſiill robs 


the 


TheFEpiſtle Dedicatory. "TY 
the elder : nor have I done 
the donble ſervice of one 
day,but another is ſtil calling 
on me. Eotb ſhoulders have 
their burden, T etſuch as it 
#, both my ſelf and it lie 
proftrate at your Honours | 
feet. I am 


* 
| 


Your devoted Servant 


| « in the Lord, 


| 

"ey 

William Moore. | 
| 
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THE 
GKAND INQUIRY 
WHO 1S THE 


Righteous Man. 


PSAL, 32, 11, 
——Rejoyce ye Righteous — 


Eloved, welivein diſmal 
SA and fad times: as thar 
Ns day of Fort, A day of 
Y darkneſtc and /& gloo- 
"SRD mineſle, a dayofcionds 
and of thick darknefſe. Amd now if 
ever, 1/4. 32, 12. the Lord cals to 
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weeping. This Textthen may ſeem 
unſeaſonable at this time. As the 
rain in harveſt, ſo is muſick in the 
day of mourning. Be not miſta- 
ken, There's a ſorrow in rejoycing, 
1-ſaid of laughter, it s mad, and 
there's a joy in Torrowing, 2s ſorrow- 
ing,faith S. Pal, yet alwazes rejoycing. 
How miſerable is mans condition 
upon, carth, whileſt his joy and  for- 
row meet ſo cloſe rogether, that 
rears expreſle both ! Habet & gaudi- 
1m ſnas lachrymas, habent & lachryme 
ſuum gaudinm, Joy hath its tears, and 
rears hath their joy. I ſpeak not now 
of thar frothy, flaſhy, fooliſh mirth 
of the world ; 0h miſeri quorum gan- 
dia crimen habet, Miſerable we that 
cannot be. merry withour fin : But of 
that ſolid, (ſerious, ſevere mirth 5 Mih1 


crede, yes ſevera et verum gaudium, ' 


ſaith Seneca, Believe me, true joy it 
1s aſevere thing, true, ſpiritual, and 
reall joy. And let me tell you fur- 
ther, 


| how the Righteous Man. 3 


—_ 


ther, that ſorrow is ſometimes unſea- 
ſonable, but this joy _never.. . This 
may ſcem a paradox: bur fo the Apo- 
ſtle cals upon you, and witha dupli- 
cation alſo, Phil. 4.4 Rejoyce in the 
Lord alwates : ana againT ſay, rejoyce. 
And when ever was the. word more 


| ſeaſonable, then whileſt the Saints are 


weep'ng to behold thoſe fad rents 


and ichiſms of their -mother the 


Church, the wounds ſhe receives in 
the houſe of her friends 2 Ir is Solo- 


mons counſel, Prov.31. 6. Grve ſtrong 


drink wnto him that 3s read to: periſh, 
and wine nnto thoſe that be of beavy 
hearts:+ Let him drink and forget his 
poverty, and remember his miſery 110 
more, Therefore 1s it that I call 
upon you, Rejoyce y#richteoms, 


Rejoyce yerighteous, 


In handling of theſe words, I ſhall 
rſt ſbew you who this Rigbeeous 
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man is: and then what reaſon he 


hath of rejoycing. 

The reſolving of this is a work of 
difficulty.-. Certain I am that all men 
are finners. Prov.20.9. Who can ſay, 
T have made my heart clean, 1 am pure 
from my fin? The affirmative inter- 
rogation implies a more vehement ne- 
gation, that indeed none can ſay it, 


and ſay truly. And if none can fay, 


that he harh made his heart clean, if 
none can ſay that he is pure from his 
fin, then who can ſay that he is righ- 
tcous ? How righteous, and yet a 
ſinner? and this before God too, 
who ſees all things asthey are ? This 
is indeed the darkeſt riddle in Divi- 
nity, one of the greateſt myſterics in 
tne Goſpel. Noris it to be reſolved 
with the help of Reaſon, bur of Faith. 
The more we ſeek for it in the 
ſtrength of our own brain, the further 
we are Carried from it, and it ſeems 


impoſſible. But God hath revealed 


: it 
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ir to his Saints. To you #t & given 
jo know the myſteries of the King- 
dome. 

And as it isa work of difficulty, ſo 
of great neceſſity; for till this be done, 
we do but build without foundation. 
What isitto tell you of a ſeed-time 
of light here, and a harveſt of joy 
hereafter? we ſce the ſtrain of the 


es 


Scriptures, full indeed of precious and 


ſweet promiſes, but theſe only to the 
Rightcous. W hileſt every mantherc- 
fore is conſcious to himſelf of his 
own guilt, that he is a ſinner, who 
ſhall preſume to pur in his fickle, or 
to lay hold upon thoſe joyes,.? When 
they brought before him the woman 
that was taken in adultery, ſaith our 
Saviour to her accuſers, He that is 
withont ſin caſt the firſs ſtove at her. 
And they all went out ane by one, 
every man left her. That indeed was 
our Saviours purpoſe, for they came 
to intangle him. So here, whileſt 
SS 27 the 
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the Pſalmiſt cals upon the righteous 
only, ſecing there 1s no man without 
ſin, whar is ir, but as if he ſhould ſay, 
Let no man rejoyces? This word is 
as the Cherubims ar the garces of Pa- 
radiſe, ro exclude all hope, that none 
mighc enter in 'at thoſe everlaſting | 
doors. Till therefore we underſtand 
this Riddle; How a man may have 
ſin, and yet be without fin, how a 
man may be a ftaner,and yer righte- 
ous, we do bur preach is Y. Bedato 
A heap of ſtones, there is none to hear 
us. This then is the foundation of 
all our Evangelical comfort. The 
underſtanding "of this is thar upon 
which depends all our joy and happi- 
neſs, both in this world and thar 
which is ro come. Ir requires there- 
fore as my greateſt pains, ſo your beſt 
atrention. And the rather becauſe $a- 
tanis ſo buſlite. The god of this world 
hath blinded the eyes 7 them that be- 
lieve not, left the lizht of the glorious 


Goſpel 


 whoisthe Righteous Man. 5 


Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould (hine unto them. 
The underſtanding of this myſtcrie 
is the ſhining of this glorious Goſpel. 
Therefore he caſts clouds. upon it, 
becauſe he knowes, that the right un- 
derſtanding of theſe things, is that 
which ſets open the gates of heaven. 
ro poor penitent fſinnets: for #b# is 
life eternal, to knew Chriſt the Lord, 
our righteouſneſs. Therefore he im- 
ployes his inſtruments, and they raiſe 
up the miſts ot error to darken 
our underſtandings. Our Adverſa- 
ries of Rome tell us of a righteouſne(s 
of works, nor only in the way of pre- 
cept, bur of counſel, works of ſuper- 
crogation to0z a doing of more 
then the Law requires. Hence their 
Pardons, Indulgences, and the like, 
out of thoſe overflowing merits of 
the Saints, May the |Jeſuire hath 
exchang'd his poyſon, 'a generation 
of vipcrs there is among(t our ſclves, 
not worthy the mention jn thus 
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place : O how they rend the bowels 
of their dear Mother the Church, 
even denying the Lord that bought 
them ! The rather therefore let us 

ive all diligence to ſearch it, and to 
ade it out. And in this diſcovery 
I beſeech you not to conſult with 
your own ſenſe and reaſon, that is 
but ro conſult with fleſh and bloud ; 
much lefle would I have you to take 
things upon truſt, becauſe this or 
that man hath fpoken ir; but be- 
cauſe this is the foundation where- 
upon 15 built all our intereſt in the 
joy of Saints, therefore conſult we 
with the ſacred Oracles, the writings 
of the Prophets and Apoſtles, thoſe 
holy men who ſpake as they were 
moved by the holy Ghoſt. Sure I 
am, that kere is the infallible truth 
which cannot deceive us. The mouth 
of the Lord of Hoſts hath ſpoken 
this. To return therefore to our 
purpoſe, By the light of Scripture 
-_6 ro 


who is the Righteous Man. 9' 
to diſcover to you, Who is this Righ- 
teous Man, 

For the right underſtanding of 
this, we muſt know, thar there's a 
twofold Righteouſneſs, a Righrcouf- 


nels of works, and a Righteouſneſs 
of Faith, 


1. The Righteouſurfs of Works. 


This is when a man continues in 
all things that are written in this 


! book todothem, when we perform 


a perfet, exa, unſinning obedi- 
ence to the whole Law of God. This 
righteouſneſs. of the Law is the righ- 
tcouſneſs of Works. Rom. 10, 5. 
Moſes deſcribeth the righteouſneſs of 
the Law, that the man which doth 
thoſe things ſhall live by them. So 
It isa righteouſneſs in the way of do- 
ing, in the way of Works. Now 
thus we ſay with Paul, Rom. 3. 10. 
There is noue Tightcoms, 10 n0t one. 
[ 
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I know there are ſome ſay otherwiſe, 
and we hear their brags, they fulfill 
the Law, nay more then the Law 
requires, elle why do they tell us of 
the works of {ſupererogation ? or 
from whence ſhould ariſe that trea- 
ſure of Saints merits, which the Pope 
diſpenſes ro redeem (ouls out of Pur - 
gatory « Sorhe Phariſees truſted in 
themſelves,that they were righteous , 
bur the Apoſtle argues it, Gal. 3. 
21,23. If there had been a Law @1- 
ven which could have given life, veri- 
ly righteon/neſs ſhould have been by 
the Law. | But the Scripture hath 
concluded all under fin, that the 
promiſe by Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 
might be given to them that believe, 
The Scripture hath conclud:d all 
under fiv, that therefore we might 


not ſeck for rightcouſneis in the way - 


of the Law, but in the way of Faith, 
It is the Apoſties p:remptory con- 


cluton, Gal. 2.6, By the works of | 


the 
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the Law, ſhall no fleſh be Juſt fied, 
Andit is a clear truth : For, 

1. Is there any that doth all things 
thav are written in this book, and 
continues in ſo doings Ir is a paſ- 


| ſage in the prayer of Solomon, 
| 1King. 8. 46. If they ſin againſt 


thee (for there « no man that ſin- 
ntth wot ) and thou be angry, GC. 
If they fin againſt thee : bur leſt ſome 
ſhould queſtion this, becauſe he ſpeaks 
It with an #f,therefore he brings 1n this 
ſad parentheſis, There is uo man that 
fins not, Not any man whatſoever, 
not the moſt holy, the moſt righte- 
ous man. The words are expreſs, 
Eccleſ. 7. 20. There is not 4 Juſt man 
»pon earth, that doth good ana ſinneth 
net, Though there be juſt men upon 
earth, yer no man ſo juſt, but ſome- 
times he firs. Nor 1s it the Jan- 
ouage of the old Teſtament, bur of 
the New. Jam. 3 2. In many things 
we offend all. Not in ſome things, 
bur 
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but in many things z not they,but we, 
and all we; he brings in himſelf - 
amongſt them, though he was a ſer- 
vant of Jeſus Chriſt, and a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, 1 Joh, 1.8. 1f we 
ſay, we have no ſin, we deceive our 
ſelves, And- Chriſt himſelf hath 
taught us, When ye pray, ſay, @ur Fa- 
ther which art in heaven-- Forgive 
ws our treſpaſſes. Why doth he teach 
us to pray daily for the forgiveneſſe 
of our fins, but becauſe we are dail 

committing of new fins? cventhoſc 
that call God father, 

2. But ſuppoſe we now do all 
things that are written in this book, 
and continue 1n ſo doing, yet it hath 
been otherwiſe. Saith Paul, Before, 
Iwas 4 perſecutor, 4 blaſphemer, and 
injuriow. And 1 Cor. 6. 11, Such 
* were ſome of you : Nay not ſome, but 
all, Epneſ. 2. 1,2,3. And you hath he 
quickned, who were dead mm treſpaſſes 
and fins, wherein in time paſt ye 

walked 


c 
d 


whos the Righteous Man. 3 


pulked according 19 the courſe of: this 
world, according to the Prince of the 


power of the air, the ſpirit that now 


worketh in the children of diſobedi- 
ence, among whom alſo we all had our 
converſation in times paſt, Not ye, 
but we alſo, and all we. Suppoſe 
then we walk at preſent as Zachary 
and El:Fabetb, in all the Comman- 
dements and Ordinances of” God 
blameleſls , yet formerly we have 
oone aſtray: and if we look upon 
ume paſt, we muſt needs acknow- 


| ledge, we are tranſgreſſors of the 


Law. Now who ſhall expiate thoſe 


| fins forus, or quit us from that for- 


mer guilt in the time of our ignq- 


| rance, that ſo we may appear as righ» 


| 


teous in the ſight of God 2 
3. But ſuppoſe we could - clear our 
ſelves of actual tranſgrefſion, and (a 
with the young man in the Goſpel, 
we have kept all the Commandements 
of God from onr youth up, yet we © 
know 
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know that weare born in fin. Ephel. 
2. 3. Weare by nature the children of 
wrath even as others, All by nature 
in the ſame. condition. And why 
children of wrath, but becauſe born 
in fin? Job 14. 4. Who can bring 4 
clean thing ont of an unclean ? Not 
one, Adam begot a fon in his own 
likeneſs, as for nature, ſo corruption 
of nature. Such as the fountain is, 
ſuch are the ſtreams : theretore fin- 
full ſons. becauſe deſcended-from the 
loynes of ({in'ul parents. Rom.5. 12. 
As by one man ſin entred into the 
world, and death by ſin : ſodeath paſ- | 
ſed upon all men, for that all have fin- | 
ned, For that, or in whom : the word 
is ig 5, in whom all have ſinned. 

4. Bur ſuppoſe we could quit our | 
{elves of that too, that we could free 
our ſelves from all fin both acuuall - 
and originall, yet then conſider what 
muſt neceſlarily follow. Surely to 


{uch a man there would be no _ 
0 
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of Chriſt. Mar. 9. 12. They that be 
whole need not the phyſi itian, but they 
that be ſick, Chriſt is the greats Phy- 
fitian of the ſoul, they that are righ- 
teous they need not 2 Chriſt, only 
thoſe that are {ick, thoſe that are 
finners, If any man can be juſtified 
by the works of the law, then in 
vain is it thar Chriſt taſted death 
for every man ;z in vain ts it that he 
died for all men. Ir 1s not mine, but 
the Apoſtles inference, Gal 2. 21. 1f 
righteouſneſs come by the L w, then 
Chriſt is dead in vain. Thoſ that 
pretend to the righteouineis of works, 
they do what hes in them to make 
the death and paſſion of our bleſſed 
Saviour in vain and to 'no purpoſe. 
They have no need of hi n. 

5. But ſuppoſe thar they ſtood in 
need, as our adverlaries will ac- 
knowledge i it 1n another way, to mc= 
rit for them, that they may be able 
tometit for them{clycs: yet while 
they 
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they think to be juſtified by their 
works, Cliriſt will have nothing to 


do with them. Saith our Saviour to * 


the Phariſees, who truſted in them- 
ſelves that they were righteous, Mar, 
9. 13. 1 came not to call the righte- 
ous, but ſinners to repentance. And 
Mat.18. 11. The Son of man # come 
to ſave that which is loſt, And in 
another place hetels us, That he was 
net ſent, (ave to the loſt ſheep of the 
houſe of Iſrael. Till therefore we finde 
our ſclves ina loſt condition, Chriſt 
hath no errand tous. The Apoſtic 
ſhall conclude this point, Gal. 5. 4+ 
Chriſt is become of none effett unto you, 
whoſoever of you are juſtified by the 
Law ;, ye are faln from Grace, The 
Churches of Galatia were exceeding- 
ly troubled with theſe Phariſaical 


Juſticiaries, and indeed his whole - 


Epiſtle is-nothing in a manner but a 
conturation of fuch proud and vain 
boaſting: and here he ſhewes them 
in 
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in few words what the iſſue of that 
was, whileſt rhey put confidence in 
works, though they profeſſed Chriſt, 
yet thus indeed they made him of no 
effet, they inflaved themſelves to 
the bondage ot the Law, ard ſo caſt 
themſelves our of the eſtate of 
Grace. | 
Beloved, miſtake me not, I ſpeak 
not this to remit your cate. and zeal 
of weldoing; God forbid. The Law 
muſt ſtill be the rule of your holy 
walking. Rom. 3. 31. Do we make 
void the Law throueh fanh ? God for- 
| bidy yea we eſtabliſh the Law, And 
| this wepray, Col.1,10. That ye might 
walk-worthy of the Lord unto all wel- 
| pleaſing, being fruitful nnto every 
good work, To this we exhort and 
charge you, 1 Tim. 6. 17. Tou that 
are rich in this world, that ye do 
good, that ye be rich in good works, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to commu- 
nicate, laying up in ftorefor your ſelves 
a 
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a good foundation for the time to 
come, that ye may lay hald upon eter- 
all life. Thus we preſſe you fur- 
ther, Rom. 2.6. God will render 
to every man according to his works, 
According to his works, though nor 
for his works,as the meritorious cauſe, 
According to our works, ſo ſhall be 
the degree of -glory. Thus in the 
way of thankfulncfle, in the way of 
obedience, and that you may receive 
the crown of righteouſneſs, a grea- 
ter meaſure and degree of glory, no 
Papiſt in the world can more ear- 
neltly preach works then we do, 
And it is obſerved, that in lefle then 
- one hundred years ſince the Refor- 
* mation, more works of charity have 
been done in England then in three 
hundred years befote. ( Wo is me, 
that latter times are grown more bar- 
renin-good works, more fruitful inthe 
works of darkneſs. Bur fo it was pro- 
phelicd,becaufe iniquity ſhal abound,the 
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love of many ſhall wax cold, ) Yet when 
all this is ſpoken, it is, not to. merit 
| heaven by ſodoing. Ephel. 2. 8, By 
grace ye are-ſaved through Faith, and 
that not of your ſelves, it is the gift of 
God: not 'of works, leſk any man 
hauld boaſt, For we are his workman- 
ſbip, cxeaped in Chriſt Feſus wnto good, 
works, mhich God hath before ordai« 
ned that we ſhould walk in, them. We 
are Created to. good works, yet. not 
layed by them, leſt any. man, ſhould 
| boaſt, Rom. 4.2. 1f Abraham were 
| juſtified by works, he hath. whereof to 
| glory. It is not of works therefore, 
' but meetiy of free Grace, Rom.4.4., 
To him that worketh is the remard 
| reckoned, not of grace, but of debt. And 
Rom. 11.6. 1f by Grace, then is it u8 
wore of Works : otherwiſe grace is n0 
mare grace. So not to diſcourage 
Works, but. to take you off, from 
that (elt-juſtification in a legal way, 
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and to build your Faith upon the 
ſure foundation. I proceed to 


2. The Righteouſneſs of Faith, 


This is that true Evangelical Righ- 
teouſneſs by which we ſtand jultified 
before God + not the righteouſneſs 
of Works, but the righteouſneſs of 
Faith, Rom. 3. 20. By = aceds of 
the Law there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified 
in hs ſight - ou by Wh La AY 
knowledge of ſin. But now the righ- 


teconſneſs of God without the Law ts 


manifeſted, being witneſſed by the Law 


and the Prophets, even the Righteouſ- 
meſs of God, which i by Faith of Fe- | 


ſus Chrift unto all, and upon all that 
believe. The righteouſneſs of God 


without Works, the righteouſneſs of | 


God which is by the Faith of Jeſus. 
There is a 'remarkable expreſſion, 


and it is worthy our obſervation, 
Rom, 
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Rom. 9.30. The Gentiles which fol- 


| lowed not after righteouſneſſe, have at- 


tained unto righteouſneſſe, even the 
righteonſneſſe which is of Fatth : But 
Ilracl which followed. after tbe Law 
of gd hath not attaized to 
the Law of righteouſneſſe. Wherefore ? 
becauſe they ſought it not by Faith, 
but 4s it were by the Works of the Law, 
The Gentiles which ſought not aſter 
Righteouſneſſe, they found it 3 the 


' Ifraclites which ſought after Righte- 
| onſneſſe, they found. it not: this 
| ts a ſtrange myſteric, but the Apo- 
| Rleſhewes you the meaning of it. The 
| Gentiles ſought not rightcouſneſle in 


the way of Works, butinthe way .of 
Faith z the Iſraclites ſqught it nor in 


| the way of Faith, but in the way of 


Works. The more we ſcek for it 
in this legall way, the further weare 
carried from it. Rom. 10, 3. They 
being ignorant of Gods righteouſneſſe, 


| and going about to eſtabliſh their own 
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righteonſnelſe , have not © ſubmitted 
themſelves unto the 11ghteouſneſſe of . 


God, Ir is not then the 'righteouſ- 
nefle of Works, but the Tighteouf- 
nefſe of Faith which gives us intereſt 
in the Promiſes, and intitles us to 
this rejoycing. To diſcover therefore 
what this 'Righteouſheſſe is, 1 ſhall 

ſhew unto youz 
'T7, Thatir is the Righteouſneſle of 
<Chriſt ; its not our own 'righteoul- 
nefle, but Chriſts righrequſneſſe. Ila. 
45.24, 25. Swely ſhall ove ſay, Inthe 
Lord have'T t71ghteouſneſſe Tn 
the Lord ſhall" all the ſeed 6f Tſracl be 
Tuſtified, mo glery.. Not a righ- 
tcouſnefſe wrought'in' 11s, buta righ- 
teouſnefle' wronght for us, not in our 
ſelves, bur in the Lord. 7» the Lord 
have I righiteuſneſſe, and in the Lord 
fhall "all Tſrael be: juſtified. Hence 
Jer. 23. 6.*7hi #& his Name whereby 
he ſhall be called, THE LORD OVR 
RIGHTEOUSNES, Ant as itis the 
Big language 
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Janguage of the Prophets, fo of the 
Apoſtles, H-nce is'it thar they call 
it the Righteouineſſe of God. Rom. 
3. 21. The righteouſneſſe of God 
without the Law & manifeſted. V. 22. 
The righteouſneſſe of God which i by 
the Faith of Feſws, And Phil. 3. 9. 
The righteouſne(ſe which is of God by 
Faith, 

2. That this Righteouſneſſe -of 
God is received by Faith. So the 
Apoſtle there explains it, in Phil. 3. 
8,9. 1count allthings but dune, that 
I may win Chrift, and+be found in 
him, not having mine own righteouſ- 
weſſe, which # of the, Law, . but that 
which i through theFaith of Chriſt, the 
righteonſueſſe which & of God by Faith. 
By Faith 1t is that we receive Chriſt. 
Joh. 1. 12. As many as received him, 
to them he gave power to become. #he 
ſons of God, even t0 as many as be- 
lieved on bis Name, To receive him, 
and to believe on him is one, and 
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the ſame. By faith we receive Chriſt, 
ſo by faith we receive the T12hteouſ- 
neſſe ' of Chriſt. And take notice 
of the manner how, it is worthy your 
obſcryatior, that you may know the 
nature:of that Fairh which juſtifies. 

ix We reccive this righteoul- 
nefle ito our heads, hence knewin 
ſometimes is ſet for b:licving. Joh, 
17. 3. This is life eternal to know 
thee—and Feſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 
ſent, | 

Then 2. We reccive this righ- 
reouſneſle into our hearts. As we 
know it, ſo we love it. Hence that 
phraſe, AR. 15. g. Purifying their 
hearts by Faith, 

And then 3 We receive this 
righteouſneſſe into our lives and con- 
verſations.  As.we love it, ſo in ſome 
meaſure we are transformed into it. 
Sorhe Apoſtle followes it, Phil. 3.10. 
T hat I may know him, and the pewer 
of his reſurret10y, and the fellowſhip 
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of his ſufferings, being made confor- 
mable to his death. Where there is 
2 receiving of the righreouſneſle of 
Chriſt by faith, there is a confor- 
ming to-:the ſame likenefle. For you 
muſt' know, that true faith is not an 
idle ſpeculative notion of the. brain, 
but a powerful working grace upon 
the hearr, Paith is ſometimes recko- 
ned amongſt the gifts, of the Spirir, 
1 Cor. 12.9. And ſometimes it is 
reckoned amongſt the fruits of the 
Spirit, Gal. 5 22. Faith is ſometimes 
a Gift, and ftometimes a Grace. As 
it isa Gift, ſo ir is ſpeculative and 
notional ; as it is a Grace, : ſo it is 
powerful and practical. And this 
at once, it righly underſtood, eafily 
reconciles St. Paw/s concluſion, That 
a man is juſtified by Faith without the 
deeds of the Law , with that of 
St. Fames, Te ſee then, how that by 
works aman is juſtified, and not by 
faith only, Not by faith which is 
alone, 
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alone, but by a working Faith, 
Though works be not the meritori- 
ous cauſe in point of juſtification, but 
the rightcouſneſſe of Chriſt recei- 
ved by taith, yet this faithis working, 
and it works this rightcouſneſle, as 
into -our heads, ſo into our hearts, 
and into *our lives. Though it be 
not this work of rightcouſneſſe. 
wrought in us that properly 4uſtifies, 
but -the rightcouſneſle of. Chriſt 
wrought for us, yer true juſtifying 
faith thus receives this righteout- 
neſle, E 

3. That this Faith thus receiving 
Chriſt is accoumed unto us for righ- 
tcouſnefle. God imputes that righ- 
reouſnefle of Chriſt to us, if we thus 
believe, Jam. 2, 23. Abraham be- 
lieved God, and it was imputed unto 
him for r1ghteouſneſſe, and he was 
called the friend of God, That righ- 
teouſneſſe whereby Abraham was ju- 
ſtifed in the fight of God, it was a 
righte- 
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righteouſneſſe imputed. Nor a Pu- 
tative righreouſneſle, as our Adverſa- 
ries ſcornfully reproach it, bur a reall 
EE the righteouſnefle of 
Chriſt, yer an impured righreouſneſſe. 
So is that righteouſnefſe by which we 
\ | are juſtified, Rom. 4. 23. 1t was pot 
written for his ſake alone, that it was 
imputed to kim: but for us alſo, to 
| whom it ſhall be imputed, if we believe 
os hw who raiſed up Feſus from the 
dead; We are juſtificd 'in the ſame 
way, and-by'-the ſame 'faith, that 
Abraham was: Gil. 3. 6, Even as 
Abraham befieved God, nnd it was 
accounted 'to* biwy for  righteouſneſſe. 
Soir is with us. Verſe 7; They thit 
| are of the faith of Abraham, are the 
children of Abraham, Verl. 9. They 
which be of the faith, are bleſſed with 
"faithfull Abraham. W hat Abraham's 
faith was, we read, Heb. 11, 9, Abra- 
ham when hewas tryed, by, faith offer- 
ed up iſaac, 4nd he that had —_—_— 
He 
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the promiſes, offered up hi, only be- 
gotten ſon, of whom it was ſaid, that 
3n Tſaac ſhall thy ſeed be called : ac- 
counting that God was able to raiſe 
him up, even from the dead : from 
whence alſo he received bim in a figure, 
Did Abraham ſee no further: then 
this figure? Yes doubtleſſe, In this 
he beheld God ſacrificing his own 
ſon, on that very mount, where he 
ſhould have offered: Iſaac, Iſaac was 
bur the Figure, Chriſt is the Sub- 
ſtance. Saith our Saviour, Joh.8.56. 
Abraham rejoyced to ſee my day, and 
he ſaw it, and was glad. And fo all 
the Patriarchs, 1 Cor. 10. 4. They all 
did drink of the ſame ſpiritual drink, 
for they drank of that rock that follow- 
ed them, and that rock was Chriſt, 
They of that rock that followed them, 


as we of that rock that is gone be- 


fore us. Abraham ſaw Chriſt with 
the cye of Faith, and belicved on 
him, and teſtified his faith by his 


works 
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works, faith working by love, ſaith 
God, Gen. 22.12. New I know thou 
op me, ſeeing thou haſt not with- 
held thy ſon, thine only ſon from me, 
And this faith was counted unto him 
for righteouſneſle, 

Thus may you ſce what that righ- 
teouſneſe is by which we ſtand juſtifi- 
edin the fight of God. Iris not the 
rightcouſneſle of Works, that exact 
unfianing obedience to the whole 
Law of God; bat it is the righte- 
ouſneſſe of Faith, the righteouſneſle 
of Chriſt received by faith,” which is 
accounted unto us for righteouſneſſe; 
And thus you may cafily reſolve the 
' Riddle, How a' man may be righic- 
ous,and yeta finner. Though a fin- 
ner in himſelf, in relation to the righ- 
teouſnefle of Works, yet without ſin 
in Chriſt, in relation to the righte- 
ouſneſſe of Faith, the rightcoulneſle 
of Chriſt through faith imputed un- 
to-us for righteouſneſle. And this 


IS 
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is that righteouſneſſe which intitles 
us to all the promiſes, and gives us 
an intereſt in this joy of Saints. 
x Pet. 1. 8. Believing ye rejoyce with 
Joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. 

But becauſe this is a point of ſuch 
high concernment, for the further 
clearing of it, a queſtion muſt be here 
propounded, 

Haw 4 man way be juſtified by the 
righteouſneſſe of another © 

This is indeed the dark fide of the 
cloud, not to be diſcern'd with the 
eye of ſenſe or reaſon. Conſult we 
with the ſacred Oracles, which cannot 
deceive us. Rom. 4. 5,6. To him that 
worketh not, but believeth ow him that 
Juſtifieth the ungodly; his faith s 
counted for righteonſueſſe. Even 4 


David alſo deſcribeth the bleſſedneſſe 


of the man, unto whom God imputeth 


righteauſneſſe without works. There 
iS an imputed righteouſneſle, a righ- 
tcoulſnefſe without works. And if 
we 
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we believe on him, there is one, who 
juſtifies the ungodly, and our faith 
) is counted untous for righteouſneſſe, 
| For the better underſtanding of this 
take notice, 

1. That Chriſt is become our 
Surety, Heb. 7. 22. He was made 
ſwrety of a betterTeſtament. Now as 
the ſurery makes the debt his own, 
ſo our fins are Chriſts. Such was 
his fingular love toward us, that he 
was Content to take all our. fins 
upon himſelf, x Pet. 2. 24. He bare 
our ſins in his own body on the tree. 
It was love indeed. 4 man void of 
underſtanding becemetb ſurety for his 
friend, ſaith Solomon, And be that br- 
comes a ſurety is inſuared in the words 
of Þis own mouth, Chriſt was con- 
tent thus to became a fool, thus to 
be taken, thus to be inſnared, to be- 
come our ſurety . As once Rebeccs 
to her ſon, On me be the curſe my ſon, 
ſo Chriſt here, 0» me be the guilt of 


ſin. 
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in, Or as Paul to Phil: mon, in be- 


half of Oneſimus, If he have wronged 


thee, or if he ewe thee any thing, ſet it 
0z my ſcore, I will repay it ; IT Paul 
have written it with mine own hand : 
So Chriſt delivers his Epiſtle to 
the Father, not under hand and ſeal, 
bur confiimed in his own bloud, 
and he takes all our fins upon him- 
ſelf, and writes them to his own ac- 
count, as no longer ours, but his 


Own, 


2, That God was content to ac- '| 


cept him as our ſurety. Here is no 
wrong to pares, as Chriſt was con- 
tent to undertake all for us, ſo 1s 
God plealcd to lay all our fins upon 
His ſhoulders. Iſa, 53. 6. The Lord 
hath laid apen bim the iniquity of uw 
all, The Lord againſt whom the fin 


was committed, he was contented to |. 


quit us, and to put all upon Chriſts 
(core, ſo to receive the fatisfaRion 
at his hands, Saith Chriſt, when the 
ſoul- 


£ 
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ſouldiers came ro apprehend him, 1f 
ye ſeek me, then let theſe men go. Chriſt 
was content to be apprehended, that 


we might be (erat I|berty : and God 


was well pleas'd with this diſmiſſion. 
So he hath put our fins upon Chriſts 
account, 

3- That Chriſt as our ſurety hath 
diſcharg'd. the debt. And a debt 
muſt nor be twice paid, thar ſtands 
not with Gods juſtice, Chriſt hath 
ſuffered for us, Dan. 9. 26. After 
threeſcore and two weeks ſhall MeſS1ah 
be cut off, but not for himſelf. Not tor 
himſelt, bur us. By the way take we 
notice, It was not properly Chriſts 
active obedience (as ſome think) by 
which we are made righteous, for if 
that had been accounted unto us for 
righteouſneſſe, ir being a ſpotlefle and 
a perfet righteoulſneſſe, there had 
been no need of his death and paſſion. 
I ſpeak not this to create a controver- 
lie, but ro ſhew you, If not the active 
obedience 
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obedience of our blefled Saviour, 
then much lefle our own. I confeſſe 
it was neceſſary, to give way to his + 
paſſion, that it might be a ſatisfaRion: 
for had he been a ſinner, he could not 
have been a ſacrifice for fin, but firſt 
he muſt have ſatisfied for himſelf, 
Yet itis his bloud which redeems us 
from our fins, 1 Pet. 1. 18. Te were 
»et redeemed with corruptible things, 
as filver and gold--but with the preci- 
ous bloud of Chrift, Tt'is his bloud, 
the bloud of him (too ſcornfully re- 
proached by ſome) who dyed at Fe- 
ru/alew, (though they make it but a 
figure, and ſo ſhew themſelves in the 
number of thoſe damnable Hereticks, 
2 Pet. 2, 1. Even denying the Lord 
that bought them. Yet) Col.1,19,20. 
It pleaſed the father that in him ſhould 
all fnlneſſe dwell, and (having made | 
peace through the blond of his Croſſe) 
by him to reconcile all things to him- 
ſelf. By his Bloud upon the croſle 
we 
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wears reconcited, and our peace is 
made ; by thar bloud which was once 
ſhed, and but once ( we need not a 
ſecond ſacrifice, that unbloudy fa- 
ctifice in the Maſſe for that purpoſe) 
Heb. 10; 12, This man after he. had 
offered one ſacrifice for ſins for ever, 
jat down o8n the right hand of God, 
And: verl. 14. By one offering he hath 
perfetted for ever them that are ſan- 
ified: The bloud of this 1acrifice, 
thus once offered on the Crofle at Fe- 
ryſalem, is that. which wipes. off the 
ſcore, 1 Joh. 1. 7. The blond of Cviſ: 
cleenſeth from all ſip. £5 of 
 4\ And ex abundanti, That God 
willgeo more lay our fins unto -our 
charge + Iſai. 38. 17, Thou het caſt 
all my ſing behinde thy back. So hath © 
he blotted them out of his remem- 
brance, Lai. 43.25. 1, even Tam be, 
that blotteth out thy tranſereſſion, for 
own names ſake, and will not re- 
member thy ſins. Hecroſles the book, 
D 2 and 
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and not only ſo, for that ſtill is aMe- 
morandum, though the debr be paid, 
bur he quite blots it our, thatiit may 
never be remembred any more. And 
this is that, which, if. underſtood, 
clearly reſolves the Riddle, and dif- 
ſo'ves the cloud. It is indeed the mar- 
row of the Goſpell, 2 Cor.5. 19, God 
was in Chriſt ' reconciling the world 
unto himſelf, not imputing their treſ- 
paſſes unto them, And herein conſiſts 
the happineſſe of the Saints on earth; 
mot that they! have no fin; but that 
God will not lay it ro their charge. 
Pal, 32. 1. Blefſed is he whoſe: trayſ- 
greſsion i forgiven, and whoſe ſin ts 
covered - bleſſed is the may to whom 
the Lord imputeth not iniquity, 
Thus I have ſhewed you, 'tharit is 
net the righteouſneſs of Works, for 
by the works of the Law ſhall no 
flcſh be juſtificd : but it is the righ- 
reouſneſle of Faith, the righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt imputed, Rom, 4. 11. 
Abra- 
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Abraham rece:ves the ſign of circum- 
 ciſion, a ſcal of the ri Keonfral of 
Faith, which he bad being yet wuncir- 
cumciſed,, that he might be the fa- 
ther of ali them that believe, thiuuzh 
they be not circumciſed, that righteouſ- 
neſſe might-be imputed to them alſo. 
And for the clearing of this, . you 
hear, how Chriſt 1s become our 
ſurety, He bare onr ſins, that God is 
willing to receive the fatisfaRion art 
his hands, He hath laid upon him the 
iniquity of us all, That Chriſt hath 
diſcharg'd our debt, He died for ws ; 
and that God will not lay. our (ins un- 
to our Charge ; Thus then we appear 

as righteous inthe ſight of God. 
Beloved, I have ſtood the longer 
on this point, as on the one hand, ro. 
fill your hearts with peace and joy 
in believing, that I might ſend you 
away, as Philip did the Ethiopian 
Eunuch, rejoycing on your way z Or 
D 3 as 
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asthe ſhepherds, glorifying and prat- 
ſing God for the things that ye have 
heard © fo on the other hand; to con- 
vince gainſayers, whileſt they upbraid 
us, that we leave the people in- their 
ſins, and deny the perfe&ion-of the 
Saints, and deveſt them of all righ- 
rcouſneſſe. Though we  dcny the 
righteouſneſſe of works, the leaven of 
the:Scribes ard Phariſesz yet do we 
not ſhew you a righteouſnefſe of 
Faith ? Nay, a more abſolute and per- 
fet righteouſneſſe then Yay they 
dream on « Suppoſe they ſhould 
keep the Law, as they vainly boaſt, 
yet liere's a righteouſneſſe beyond it, 
a righteouſneſſe beyond that of Adem 
in the ſtate of Innocency, nay beyond 
that of Angels, it is the righteouſneſs 
_ of God. 2 Cor. 5. 21. He hath made 
him tobe ſin for us, who knew no ſin 
that we might be made the righteouſ- 
neſſe of God in him, Not in our 
ſelves, 


| 
| 
| 


ſelves, bur in Chriſt , not righteous, 
but righteouſneſle it ſelf, even the: 
righteouineſle of God in him. 


The Righteouſneſſe of Ged. 


I. Therefore the moſt abſolute, 
exac, and perfeR righteouſnelſle thar 
can be imagined. The righteouſneſſe 
which they ſpeak on, ſuppoſe it were 
as big as they boaſt, yetit is but rhe 


 righteouſnefle of the creature, and 


it hath its blemiſhes : bur this is the 
rightconſneſſe of God, therefore 
without ſpot, and without blemiſh. 
Hence we read thoſe high exprefit- 
ons, Cant. 4.7. T hou art all fair my 
love, there is no ſpot inthee, Andas 
the Spouſe in the Old Teſtament, ſo 
the Church in the New, Ephel. 5.27. 
That he might preſent it to himſelf a 
glorious Church, not having ſpot or 
wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but that it 
ſbould be holy and without blemiſh. 

D 4 2, T hete- 
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2. Therefore an unchangeable righ- 
teouſneſſe, The righreouſneſſe of the 
creature is as the carly dew, which 
ſoon vaniſheth. Adam, firſt in an 
eſtate of innocency, but he fell away; 
and the Angels kept not their firſt 
eſtate, but left their own habitation, 
and therefore, faith St. Jude, they 
are reſerved in everlaſting chains un- 
acr darkneſſeto the judgement of the | 
great day, But, Mal. 3.6. I am the 
Lord, 1 change ot. And as is him- | 
ſelt,ſo is his righteouſneſle, unchange-. | 
able. Dan. 9. 24. Seventy weeks are 
determined upon the people, and upon 
the boly city, to finiſh tranſgreſſion,and 
70 make an end of ſin, and to make re- 
conciliation for intquity, and to bring | 
in everlaſting righteouſneſſe. It mult 
needs be unchangeable, becauſe ever- 
laſting. This then is a ſure rock,that | 
will never fail us. Hence the Apo- 
ſtles rriumph, Rom. 8. 33. Who 
ſhe/l lay any thing to the charge of 
Gods | 
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| Gods elef# ? It is God that juſtificth, 
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Who ſhall condemn © It &s Chriſt that 


| died. 


3- Therefore a moſt acceptable and 
wel-pleaſing righteouſneſſe. God muſt 
needs own himſelf, the righteouſneſle 


. which is of God. Mar. 3. 17. The 


is my beloved ſon, in whom 1 am well 
pleaſed, Not with whom, but in 


whom : the meaning is, that God in 


Chriſt is well pleaſed with us alſo. 


| Epheſ. 5.2. He hath given himſelf for 


us, an offering and a ſacrifice to God, 
for a _=_ ſmelling ſavour. When 
Facob appeared before his father in 
the garments of his brother Eſas, 
See, ſaith Iſaac, th: ſmell of my ſon is 


' | «5 the ſmell of a field which the Lord 


bath bleſſed: ſo when we appear in 
the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt, thoſe 


' | white robes of our elder brother, 


then we are unto God indeed a ſweet 
ſayour .in Chriſt Jeſus. Righteouſ- 
neſſe belopgeth unto thee, ſanh Da- 
nicl, 


—  ——— — — 
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niel, but to ws confuſion: and Da- 
nicl found favour in Gods ſight. The 
more that we take ſhame and cons 
fulion to our ſclyes, the more we give 
God the glory of his righteoulſneſle : 
and the more that we give him the 
glory of his rightcouſnefle, the more 
ſhall we. finde favour in the fight of 
God. Sonort to denude the people, 
but to cloathe them with that abſo- 
lute and perfect righteouſneſle, that 


everlaſting and unchangeable righte- | 


ouſneſle, that acceptable and wel- 
pleaſing righteouſneſle, the rightcouſ- 
neſſe of God which is my faith. 

Bur to give 1t yet a further vindica- 
on from the flanders of our foul- 
mouth'd Adverſaries, take notice, 

The righteouſneſſe of Faith # no 
Dottrine of Licentiouſne(ſe. 


This Doctrine doth not open a *|* 


door to profaneneſſe: but on the 
contrary, 1 Joh. 2.1. Theſe things 
write 1 unto you,that ye ſin not, This 

Is 
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is the ingagement-on our fouls. 1f 
any man ſin, we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Feſus Chriſt: the righte« 
ous, and he i the propitiation for our 
fins. Theſe words are recorded for 
us, not to harden, but to melt our 
hearts, Theſe things, ſaith St. John, 
write 1 unto you that ye fin not. When 
Saul faw the goodnefie of David in 
ſparing his life, he lifr up his voice 
and wept. Iris impoſſible for a man 


= | to believe that God hath done all 


this for him,impofhible I ſay,truly and 
inderd to believe this, that God hath 
wrought ſuch a righteouſneſſe for 
us,bur it muſt needs melt us into god- 
ly ſorrow, that ever we ſhould fin 
apainſt ſo good a God, It is the 
ſtrongeſt rye that can be laid upon any 
rationall and ingenuous ſpirit, This 


| 45 the true Evangelical way, Rom, 


h. 2. ' Know ye not, that the goodpeſſe 
of God leads you to repentance ? This 
is Gods way, Hof. 11. 4+ 1 drew thens 

| with 
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with cords of a man, with bands of 


love : and 1 was to them as they thu 


rake off the yoke on thejr jawes, and 1) 


laid mcat unto them. Theſe are ax 
cords and bands, as the ſtrongeſt 
cords, beyond thoſe of Philiſtims , 
Samſon him(clf cannot break theſe 
bands, if once they be laid on indeed, 
I Joh. 3. 3. Every man that hath thi 
hope in him, purifieth himſelf, even a 
he is pure. And it muſt need be thus, 
if we conſider, | 


I. Theend of that great work by | 


which our righteouſneſle is wrought, 
What was his purpoſe in it? Luk 
I. 74. He hath delivered: us out of 
the hands af our enemies,. that wt 
might ſerve him without fear, in holi- 
neſſe and righteonſneſſe before him all 
our daies, This was his end, there- 


fore was it he delivered us, that we | 


might ſerve him, as in righteouſneſle, 
ſo in the truth of holineſſe, - Thus 
Tit. 2. 14. He gave himſelf for «, 
that 
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that be might redeem us from all ini- 


quity, and purifie unto himſelf” a pecu- 


| liar people, Jealous of govd works. 


He gave himſelf for us, as to redeem 
us from our fins, ts juſtifie vs; fo 
to putifie us to himſelf, to ſantfie us, 
that ſo we might be a ſpecial, a pecu- 
liar people, ſeparated trom the world, 
a people zealous of good works. Shall 
1 give you a third Scripture And 
therefore "is it that I multiply, be- 


| cauſe would have you to take notice 


of it. Col: 1. 21,23. Tou that were 
ſometemes- alienated, and enemies in 
your minde by wicked works, yet now 
hath heveconciled, in the body: of bis 
fleſh through dearth, ts: preſent you ho- 
ly, "and anblamable, and wnreprovable 
his freht. Therefore was'it that 
he took fleſh upon him; - therefore 


* wa$Sit that he ſuffered deith, this was 


his end, as to reconcile us unto God, 
ſo that we might be-holy, and un- 
blamablc, and - unreprovable 1n the 
fight 
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ſight of God. And now do bur ſe- 
riouſly confider this. Hath Chriſ 


thus {uffered for us, and will-he be } 


diſappointed of that for which he ſuf 
fered * or do we think that we ſhall 
have our end of Chriſt, and: that 
Chriſt will loſe his end of us « That 
we (hall be made the righteouſneſſe of 
God in him, yer ſtill continue in our 
wickedneſſe? Be not deeciyed, you 
cahnot thus diſappoint - him of -his 


purpoſe : conclude rather -thatyou | 


have no portion in his death, 

3. The nature of. that faith- by 
which we receive this rightequſneſle. 
True faith, as I told you;.is- not an 
idle ſpeculative notion of the brain ; 
but a powerfull working grace. upon 
the heart. At: 15. 9. '-Parifying 
their hearts by faith. Thoſe thar-pre- 


tend to faith,and have not their hearts '|: 


in ſome meaſure purified, they do 
but flatter themſelves with a meet 


fancy, and a vain preſumption, Irtis 
but 
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but a counterfeit, a falſe faith 5 Faith 
without Works i dead, (aith St. Fames : 


and St, Paritels us, that faith work- 


th by leve: As faich without works 
is but a dead faith, ſo works without 
love they are but dead works. 
Thoweh Igive all my goods unto the 
poor, and have not charity, I am no- 
thing. Now faith dgbegers love; 
and the more we believe that God 
hath done all this for us, the more 
it inflames our heart' with the love 


| of God. And love is of a conſtrai- 


ning nature, it ſets a man upon work 
indeed, David's three Worthies will 
adventure through the whole hoſt of 
the Philiſtims to terch water from the 
well at Bethlehem, out of their loye 
to David. And St. Paul comment!s 


the Macedonians, that to their poiy- 
+ (er, yea and beyond their power, 


they were willing cf chemſ-lves. As 
St, Fames, therefore, $/:w me 0010, 
thy faith by thy works. So true faith 

Is 


IA 
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is no inviſible grace, but a grace 
which may be ſcen, ſeen by its works, 


Such is the faith by which we ob- | 


rain the bleſſing. When 1ſaac bleſled 
his ſon Faceb, he cals to him, Come 
near I pray thee, that I may feel thee, 
my ſon, whether thou be my wery ſon 
Eſau, or not, He would nor blefle 
him by the vgicc, bur he will feel and 
handle him, Wether his hands be the 
hands of Eſau: ſo God will not bleſle 
us by the voice, becauſe we ſay that 


we believe, bur he will feel and han- '|* 


dle us, whether our hands be the 
'hands of faith, hands that work the 
works of faith. And take further 
notice, that true faith it hath two 
hands, as with the one it holds up” 
ward, and layes hold upon the righte: 
ouſncile of Chriſt for juſtificarion; 


ſo with the other it works downward,-| 


and conveys this righteouſneſle into 
the head, and into the heart, and into 
the life for ſanRification. Thoſe that 
fate 
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fatter themſelves with a good faith 
to God-ward, and yet without works, 
they do bur prophelie_to themſelves 
a lic, a falſe viſton, and a divination; 
and athing, of nought, the deceir of 
their own heart. It 1s but a counter- 
feir, a falſe fairh, and receives bur: 1 
counterfcir, a falſe righteonſnefle, not 
the rightcouſncfſe ot God which is 
by the faith of Jeſus, 

3. The narure of God; whole right» 


|. reouſneſſe this is. Where che righ- 


tcouſneſſe of God is, there muſt needs 
be a changes for will God caſt 
pearls betore ſwine, or \give holy 
things ro dogs © Will he'putthis new 
wine into old bortles, or theſe holy 
things into unclean veſfels No, bur 
firſt he gives us a new (heart, and 
creates in us a right ſpirit, . For what 


fellowſhip hath righreouſneſle with 


unrighteouſnefſe? Where the righ-. 
tcoutneſe of God is, it rransformes 
E us 
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us:in ſome meaſure into its own like- 
neſſe. 2 Cor. 3. 18. We all, with open 
face, beholding, as in a glaſſe, the 
glory of the Lord, are changed inta 
the ſame __ from glory to glory, 
even 4s by the. ſpirit of. the Lord, 
Yau have ſcenthe glory ofthe Lord, 
theglory of his rightcouſneſle. We 
all, and with open face, if the God of 
this world hath not blinded our eyes, 
behold, though bur as ina glaſſe, on- 
w'd_ aneyc of faith,yet thus beholding 
it hath wrought a chanze, and into the 
ſame likeneflc, fo will it transform us 
from glory to glory, fromthe glory 
of grace here, to. thar:glorie of gla- 
ries inthe higheſt havens, But thus 
thereis a work of the Spirit here, 
here it beginsthe change, and we are 
changed into the ſame image. When 
the Sun comes in at the windoy, it 
inlightens the room : ſo when the 
Sun of rightcouſneſle ſhines m_ . 
oll 
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ſqul, rhe beams of that rightcoufneſle. 
muſt needs refle& vpan- that ſqul. 
When Moſes had been talking wath: 
God, weread,that his face ſhined: Sois 
it impoſhble that we fhpyld -hive'to 
do with this righteouſneſs of God, but 
the ſplendor of it will, jn ſome mea- 
ſure, pat upon our hearts the bequ» 
ties of holinefſe. It muſt needs. bg 
thus.. The Apoſtle followes ir with 
a warn, much more, Heb. 9. 13: 
., If the blaud of buls and of Goats, and 
the aſbes of an beifer, ſprinkling the 
unclean, ſanctifieth tothe purifying of 
the fleſh: haw much more ſhall the 
Blond of Chriſt, who threugh the eter+ 
nall Spirit effered bimſelf-wubout Jpot 
to God, purge your canſcieuces from 
dead wores, to ſerve the living God ? 

It there was any thing in thoſe. pur; 
ward (hadowes, haw much more jp 
the bloud of Jeſus? If they purified 
the fleſh, how much more ſhall this 
purge your conſciences? It there be 
E 3 not 
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not this purging work . upon your 
ſouls, never ſpcak of this righteoul- 
nefle of God received by the faith 
of Jeſus. 

Thus you ſee, though we be not 
juſtified by works, bur by the righ- 
teouſneſle of God which is by faith, 
yct doth it not looſen the rains to 
profane liberty, but _ rather layes | 
welght upon us ; and works as natu- 
rally low from it, as the ſtream from 
the fountain. It is the end of our 
redemption, that we might be a peo- 
ple zealous of good works: it is the 
nature of true faith, it cannot lie idle, 
bur it works by love: and the righ- 
rcouſnefle of God transforms us in 
ſome meaſure into the ſame likencſle. 
And thus we know that we have ti- 
tle ro the promiſes, and an intereſt in 
the ſced-time of light here, and that 
harveſt of joy hercaftcr. 


An | 


— 
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An Exhortation, to walk in this 
Righteonſneſſe. 


For concluſion therefore, you that 
profeſs the faith, not the righte- 
ouſneſs of works, but the righte- 
ouſnefle of God which is by Faith, 
remember there is one thing neceſ- 
ſary, one thing in compariſon of 
which all other things are bur as 
lofle, as nothing, nay as dung, worſe 
then nothing : Ic is that of the Apo- 
ſtle, that I may win Chriſt, and_ be 
found in bim, not having mine own 
righreouſneſſ which i of the Law,but 
that which is through the. faith of 
Chrifft. Labour, O labqur for this 
rightcouſneſle, that ye may getit, firſt 
into your heads, that ye may know itz 
then into your hearts, that ye may 
love itz then into your lives, that ye 
may ſh:w forth the power of it, as 
the Apoſtle fallowes it, Phil, 3. 19» 
E 3 Tha 
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That I may know him, and the power 
ef bis reſurrettion, and the fellowſhip 
of his ſufferings, being made confor- 
mable to his death : Sq that the life of 
Jeſus might'be manifeſted in our mor- 
ral bodies. O let your conyerſation be 
as becomes the Goſpel. Donot, O 
do-not_ cauſe the Adyerſary to re- 
Pong It is the lewdnefs of your 
Ives, that caſts the reproach upon this 
 Po&rine. O let nor the name of 
God and his doQtrine be evill ſpoken 
on through your vain converſation, 

s ye have received this rightcoul- 
"neſs of Chriſt, ſo walk as thoſe that 
are arrayed in thefe long white robes, 
'Gerinto the nutnber of the righteous. 
'Beloyed, Tknoiw that ye defire it, at 
le#ſt'when you come to die ; 1 know 
"there is none in this congregation but 
Colild wiſh with Belaam, Num.2 3.10. 
0 Tet 'medlie the Heath of the righte- 
"Due, ard let y"laſt end be like his. 
*And.if'w2 delife it at our deaths, 
PIR C why 


—__ 


 whowsthe Righteous Man. 55 


why ſhould not we endevour it in 
our lives? What a folly is it, nay 
do but conſider ferioufly, what a de- 
ſperate madneſs, that we ſhould defire 
this ſo ſeriouſly at our end, and yet 
never look after it till we come to 
die 3 thar this ſhould be the firſt, the 
chief in our delires, and yet the leaſt, 
the laſt in our endevours? Nay 
whileſt thus we caſt off the care of 
Chriſt, and of his rightcouſneſs in 
our health, is'it not juſt with him, ſo 
to caſt off the care of vs' when we lic 
upon our beds of larguiſhing'? Go cry 
unto the gods whom.ye have choſen,let 
them deliver you now 'tn the time of 


your tribulation, Whileſt we diſown 


him in our lives, have we not juſt 


cauſe to fear, that ſo the will diſown 
us at our deaths? Depart from me, ye 
workers of iniquity, verily I knewyou 
vor, Ifthere be yer a profane heart 
in this. congregation, Oh do not de- 


ceive your ſelves with the righteouſ- 


E 4 neſs 
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neſs of your faith, nor flatter your 
ſelves withthe hopes of joy. As Pe» 
ter to S1m0n Magus, I perceive thou 


art yet inthe gall of buterneſſe, and in 


thebond of iniquity, and haſt neither 
part nor lot is ths matter, for thy 
heart u not right in the ſieht of God. 
Repent therefore of thy wickedneſſe, 
and pray God; if perhaps the thoughts 
of thine heart may be forgiven thee, 
This is a meſle provided only for a 
Benjamin. Rejoyce ye righteous, 
Beloved, we have now found out 
the righteous man. | have been long 
in this diſcovery, So it concerns Us» 
A wiſe builder will be carefull to lay 
bis foundation firm. And a ſteward 
muſt be fairhfull ro give every man 
his own portion. So here, leſt on the 
one hand,we ſhould take the childrens 
bread, and give it unto dogs: or on 
the other hand, leſt we ſhould with- 
hold bread from the children. Ha- 
ving therefore thus clear'd the way, 
JF; now 
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now 'we may more cheerfully pro- 
ceed to 


The joy of the Righteows. 


Be glad inthe Lord, and rejoyce ye 
righteous, and ſhout for joy all ye that 
are upright in beart. In theſe words 
| wefindea Trinity in Unity, a rrinity 
of expreſſions in an unity of ſenſe. 
Be glad, and rejoyce,. and ſhour for 
| joy, allto ſer forth the greatneſſe of 
the joy of theſe happy men. Yet here, 
not only to word it tothe car, but to 
lay it open to the eye, let us look abour 
us. Where can we fix our eye, but 
we findewatter of the greateſt joy 2 
Hhal! now give the reaſons of it. 

1. While we look above us. 

God is our father : and have ye 


* not here Homers Iliads in a nut-ſhel 2 


| Heaven in a word? 2 Cor. 6.18. 
I will be a father unto you, and ye ſhall 
be me ſong and daughters, ſaith the 
Lord 
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Lord God Almighty. Is not here mats 
ter of great joy 2 How did it raiſe the 
ſpirit of David, when Sawl had given 
him hisdaughter ! Secmeth ita ſmall 
thing unto you to be the ſon-in-law 
of a King? Butthen 1 Fob. 3. 1. Be- 
hold what manner of love the Fathy 
hathibeſtowed on ws, that we ſhould be 
called the ſons of God. But farther, 
as God is our Father, ſo Chriſt is our 
Saviour, The birth of Chriſt is glad 
tidings of great joy: ſo it was ſung 


by a whole quire- of Angels." O ye | 


that are highly favoured, climb up 
into the Sycomore-rree. Do ye not 
hear his voice? and it 1s ſweet, Thu 
day ts ſalvation come unto thy houſe, 
Lord now letteft thou thy ſervant de- 
part in peace, ſaith old Simeon, for 
mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation, 


And the blefled Virgin, My ſoul doth | 


mugnifiethe Lord, and my: ſpirit hath 
rejojced in God my Saviour, So the 
Ethiopian Eunuch, when he had gort 
but 
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'bura glimpſe of Chriſt, he went on 


oo 
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his way rejoycing, Nay, 1 Pet. 1.8. 
Whom hawvmg net ſeen, ye loves un 
whom thongh yt ſee him not, yet belit- 
vine ye rejoyee, even with Juvy wn- 


fprakable ani gloriows, But yet fur- 
"ther, as Chriſt is our Sayiour, ſorhe 
"Holy Ghoſt our Comforter, Joh. 
14.16, { will pray unto the Father,and 
"tt ſhall give you another Comforter, 


that he may abide with you for tver : 
even the ſpirit of trath, whom the 
world canner receive—but ye know 
him, Do we riot finde the comforts 
of this Spirit confirming the-Adopti- 
on of the Father? He hath given us 
the earneſt of the Spirit, -even the 
Spirit of Adoption, whereby we cry 
Abba, Father. So ſcaling the redem- - 
ption of the Son. 0h grieve not the 
Sprrit, by which ye are ſealed wnto the 
day of 'redemption, And now do 
not your hearts leap for joy, whileſk 
thus you behold God your Farher, 
Chriſt 


—__ 
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Chriſt your Saviour, and the Holy 


h 
Ghoſt your Comforter, the whole | y 
Trinity of Perſons in the unity of} © 

c 
f 
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your conſolation. Perhaps the world 
frowns upon you. And what a poor 
thing was that. of Haman, ſo to vex 
and frer himſelf for want of the knee 
of Mordecai, when he had the favour 
of the King himſelf ? But then what 
4 pitifull thing is this in us, to vex 
and torment our ſelves at the frowns 
of men, whileſt we have the love and |, 
. favour of the Lord himſelf « Why 
art thou caſt down, 0h my ſoul? As 
once Elcanah to his wife, Am I nt 
better to thee then ten ſons? So 8 
not the love of God better tous then 
ten thouſand worlds ? Pſal.4.6. Lord, 
lift thou up the light of thy counte- 
nance upon #5, This puts gladneſſe in 
the heart, more then in the time that | 
corn, and wine, and oyle .increaſcth, 
Oh ye Favourites of heaven, be not 
awanting to your ſelves, If Rowe 
a 
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had cauſe to pride himſelf in the fa- 
your of Ahaſuerus that great King 
of Aſſyria : how much more may it 
cheer up your ſpirits that ye have the 
favour of God, the great God of hea- 
yen ? Rejoyce ye Riyhteons.: 

2. Whilcſt we look below us. 

Bchold the Pit, that bottomleſs 
pit. Are younor affrighted with the 
horror of it, ſuch q fearfull pir? So 
think upon that place of dakneſle, 


: thatblackneſle of darkn«lſe. Oh how 


comfortleſſe, how frightful ; ro be re- 
ſerved in everlaſting chains under 
darkneſſe! with the prince of dark- 
nefle ! And think upon thoſe chains, 
thoſe everlaſting chains. Ah wofull 
eternity ! Were it on a bed of down, 
if chain'd upon that bed, how weart- 


ſome? burthere bound for ever, Oh 


what heart is able to conceive the 
horror of this word for ever! Nay 
yet worſe, Go ye curſed into everla- 
ſting fire, Do not your fiacws ſhrink 

| ro 


— 
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rothink upon this fire,, this everlas: 
ſtine fire? Oh how afflidiye and 


rormenting, if but. a. minute im. it's, * 


How marcilefe and cruell is the fire 
above all ather clements 2 but then 
ro be thrown into thole, unquenghs 
able flames, the fice thar- ſhall nzyer 
90 'OUt =-who can angl. with: evenla- 
ſting burnings ? Bur yet further, Gy 
ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared 
for the Devill and hs Angels. Lord 
have mercy upon me, (aith the woman 
in the Gaſpcll, for zwy davgbter 4 
erievouſly tormented with a Devilh 
But one Devill, yet grievouſly tors 
mentegdz. and it was her daughter, 
yet Lord/have mercy upon me. | Do 
not your ears tingle, and your hearts 
tremble, ro think of that heavis 
doom, when ſentenc'd amongſt all 


rhoſe helliſh Fiends, thole inferaal ' | 


Furies; amongſt all the Devils in that 
pit of darkneſſe, in thoſe everiaſting 
burnings, and. for ever and cver? 
Ol 
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Oh! what ghaſtly ' looks, what fear- 
fall howlings, and what hideous yel- 


\ lings? Then ſhall be weeping and 


ing of teeth indced.: Take yet 
another fight, Ia. 5. 145 Hell hath 
inlarged her -manuth wide, and: their 
glory,” and their multitude, aud their 
pump, and he- that rejoyeeth, ſhall de- - © 
ſeend into-it,' Hetharnow. rejoycerh 
n: his pompand glory; and* with all 
bis multitude, . for hells mouth 1s 
wide, Mat. 7.13. Wide i©:the gate, 
ind. broad is the' way that leadeth to 
difiruttion, and many: there ht: which 
fointhereat, But ferait #:the gate, 
and narrow i the wy which leageth wn- 
tolife, and few: there be that finde it. 
Beloved, hereis 'our rejoycing, that 
we arc not in the number ot thoſe 
many, but in the number of theſc 


| few, that weare prepared tar life,and 


delivered f:om that ſad deſtruction. 
Rom.$. 1. There i no condemnation 
to them that arein Chrift, SO nopir, 
nor 


—— 
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nor darkneſſc, nor fire, nor Devillt» 
torment them. Luk. I. 74. He bath 
delivered us out of the hand of our \ 
enemies, that we might ſerve | him 
without fear. . We are delivered from 
them :” and the more we conſider. the 
horror of that botromleſle pit, that 
blackneſſe of darkneſle , that « un+ 
quenchable fire; rhe more we con- 
fider thoſe fearful howlings, and thoſe 
hideous: yellings with the: Devil and 


his Angels, the greater 1s our joy | 


eſpecially whileſt we take notice of 
the multitudes. that go. down to hell, 
That {6 many millions are devoured 
inthar pit, and that weare delivered 
where ſo few eſcape; the more they 
arc, the more caule we haveto rejoyce 
in that great. deliverance. As the 
Iſraclites whileſt they ſtood ſafe upon 
the ſhore, and beheld the drowning* 
of the Egyptians in the ſea: or as 
they when delivercd from the bloudy 
plot of. that cruel Haman, whereſo- 
cver 
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everthe word came, the Fewes-they 
had light and gladnefle, a feaft and a 
It they for a- deliverance 
trom that which -kils the body, how 
much more we for a deliverance from 
that which caſts both ſoul and body 
into hell? The greater the delive- 
rance is, the more is our joy. Rejoyce 
yt Righteoms. 
3 Whileſt we look without us. 

 Whileſt we behold the glory 


| of the heavens above us, the riches 


of the earth below us, that variery of 
all creatures round about us. Pal. 
8.3. When I conſider the heavens, 
the work of thy fingers, the Moon, and 
the Stars which thou haſt ordained, 
What « man that thou art mindfull of 
him? or 'the ſon of man, that thou 
viſiteſt his. Thos. haſt given 


' h:m dominion over the works of thy 

hands : thon baſt put all things under 

_ 4ll ſheep and oxen, yea and the 
e 


s ef the field, the fowls of theair, 
E aud 


— 
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and the filb of the the ſta, and what- 
ſoever paſſeth through the paths of 
the ſea. All things to ſerve Man, 
that goodly canopy of heaven that 
covers us, ſo beſpangled with varie- 
ty of ſtars : that rich green mantle of 
the earth that ſupports us, ſo beſtud- 
ded with yariety of plants; thoſe 
vaſt dominions both of air and wa- 
ter, ſo peopled with an infinite varic- 
ty of creatures, not only for mans ne- 
 ceſſity bur his recreation and delight; | 
All under mans command. $o in 

their firſt creation, Gen. 1, 26. Let 
us make man in our own image, afitr 
our own likeneſſe: and let him have 
dominion over the fiſh of the ſee, and 
over the fowle of the air, ang over 
the cattell, and over all the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creep» | 
eth upou the earth. It is true indeed, « | 

man by his-fall, as he hath defaced 
Gods image, ſo hath he forfeited his 
rule. But here is the joy of Saints, 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt hath renew'd their tixle. 1Car. 
al. Al things are yours, whether 


40 
aul, ar Apollo, or Cephas, or the 


world, or (fe, or death, or things pre- 
ſent, or things to comg x, all are yaurs, 
and ye are Chriſts, and. Chviſt i5 Gods. 
All are yours, ye arethe beirs of God, 
a#d joynt heirs with Chriſt, who #s 
beir of all things. And is not here 
matter of great joy * We ſee the 
men of the world how they rejoyce 


1 when they haye gotten bur a little, 


bur 2 yery little in compariſan of the 
whole world : when A/prbrades yiew- 
&d his Kingdoms ina Map, they ſeem- 
ed but gs the prick of a pin in-com- 
pariſon of the Globe. Bur the whole 
yorld is yours. As P4wl in another 
caſe, If any yuan have cauſe ta glory, 
Imach more. Q ye that arc highly 
fayoured, be not awanting ta your 
lclyes. Arcye in diftreſſe, in neceſfi- 
ties, in wants ? Do ye murmur, and 
complain e Ir js beeayſe your eyes 

F 2 are 
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are held, as Eliſþa's ſervant, Behold 
the mountain i full of horſes of fire, 


and chariots of fire round about Eliſha, 
You hdve the wealth of the' whole 


world about you. All's yours. Do 


ye want ſomething, as ye think ? bur 
ye want nothing, 'as God thinks, 
Though ye have it not in your own 
hands, yer is it in his hands who 
knowes what is better for you, then 
you do your (elves. Every man 1s 
not an Abraham, fit to be exceeding 
rich. 'And what good doth-a long 
garment, on the back ofa little child ? 
you have his word, Pſal. 34-10. The 
Lions lack and ſuffer hunger, but they 
that fear the Lord ſhall want no good 
thing, The Lion is a beaſt of prey, 
he can feed upon dead carkaſſes, 


whileſt others periſh in the famine: , | 


yet ſooner ſhall the Lion lack, then 
they that fear the Lord any thing 
which'may be for Gods glory or 
theirgood, Do we not ſee a Daniel 
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35 fair arid as well iking with his poelſe 
and water, as thoſe "that feed at the 


4 Kizgs table 2 So God ſuitesa portion 


to their mindes, and they are'con- 
tent with what they have, They de- 
fire no more. Ard here's a wealth 
beyond that of Alexander. Who fo 
rich as he that hath as much as he de- 
fires? Godlineſſe with contentment is 
reat gain. Without ifs or azds, it 1s 
0, it is gain, gain with a witncſle, 


| great gain. #54 more, what can you 


deſire -more * here's gain with con- 
tentment. O ye covetous muck- 
worms, ye that ſtill feed upon the 
earth, -that toyle, and- ſweat,and vex, 
and frer, riſing up. betimes, going 
ate to bed, cating the' bread of-care- 
fulnefle, ſcarce giving reſt utq your 
bod:es,. nor yer peace. to. your. own 


' | fouls, that couſen . and; defraud your 


brethren, that grinde and oppreſle 
your poor neighbours,that make ſhip- 


wrack of faith and good conlcience, 


TY be- 
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becauſe you will be e rich, | what needs 
all this adoe 2 'Why will ye go tothe 
Devil for it? He may ſhew you in- 
deed, as he did our Saviour, AM the 
Kingdowes of the word, and the glory 
of thim,, (0 doubileſſe he will flattef 
you with hopes, Al th:ſe will T give 
thee, if thon wilt fall down and wiy- 
ſhip we. Alas, he doth bur feed you 
with the winde. He can beſtow no- 
thing without - Gods perthiſſion, 


They are none of histo give. 'How- 


ever, this is bur abour. Here is the 
way, a ready; a compendious way, 
Mat. '6. 33. F:1ft ſeck the K nga of 
hetiviy, anarhe rig hreouſ-'efſ et hereaf, 
ind all other tbings ſhall be added wh- 
76-50w.' 0 yettuts ate greatly beloved, 
ye ate in this way, 16 ye injoy 'con- 
tenitment; kfidwing 
bettet for you,” God would beſtow 'Y 
oh you, fo far as may befor you 

good, allchings are yours, "And if 
others te joyee, when their torn, and 
Wine, 


that if more were | 


Co 


i OI WF. IP PP 


whois the Righteous Man. 71 


wine, and oyle increaſeth, how much 
more may ye that enjoy. this fulneſle ? 
Rejoyoe ye righteous. 

4. Whileſt we look within us. 

Though we have lefle abroad, yer 
we have enough at home. We have 
God within us. x Cor, 14. 25. God 
#inyou of a truth, We have Chriſt 
within us, 2 Cor. 13 5. Know ye not 
that Feſus Chriſt uw in you, except 
je be reprobates? We have the Spi- 
rit within us, 2 Tim. 1, 14, That good 


thine which was commuted unto thee, 


teep, bythe holy Ghoſt which dwelleth 
in w.'. And is not here'matter of re- 
joycing.?. How can [that foul but be 
very merry, (it not a ftrahger-to its 
own happineſſe) that entertains ſitch 
Gueſts? But further-take we notice 
of the manner of Gods dwelling. in 
us- It is not according. to his Effence 
only, for ſo he is in all places." Do 
net 1 fill heaven and eanh, ſaith the 
Lords Nor yet according to his 

F 4 Power, 
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Power,for {o he is inall his creatures. 
In him we lite,and move,and have our 
being. But God 1s in us according 
to the working of -his-grace and fa- 
vour, informing, -reforming,: tratis- 
forming bs into his own likeneſle, 
Conſider that treaſure of gifts which 
he hath bcſtowed upon us, thoſe un- 
ſearchable riches of his grace, thoſe 
fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, -peace, 
long-ſuffering, gentleneſle, goodneſle, 
faith, meekneſfle, remperance : ſaith 
our Saviour to..hs Diſciples, 1 p4- 
tiene poſſeſſeyonr ſouls.. Though 
you have little: elſe, yet ye. have-pa- 
tience-in;you;.and when. things are 
atthe worſt, yer-in that! ye may fill 
poſleſſe: and injoy. your ſelves. Be- 
fides you have taith within you,' and 
that:is a good, ;portion, a ſufficient 
living ofar ſelf. -Hab.. 2.4. The juſt 
man ſhall live ty hs faith. But above 
all remember, you have the . love of 
God within you, Rom. 5, 5{The love 


of 
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of: God = abroad 19 your hearts, And 
* | isnotthat joy enough © Cant.1-2, Let 
4 him kiſſe me with the kiſſes of bu 
mouth, for thy love i better then wine. 
O ye.that are the Fayourites of the 
King of Saints, cheer up your ſpirits, 
you have that within 'you ſufficient 
to make you VPPY, were yuu as poor 
as Fob upon 'the dunghill. Otr do 
not live befides' your wealth. Others 
may flatter themſelves with ' their 
abundance, as the ' Angel 'of "the 
Church of Laodices, Thou ſayeſt I am 
rich, and increaſed with goods, and 
ſtand in need of nothing : and know- 
eſt not that thou art poor, 'and miſe- 
rable, and blinde, and naked, and haſt 
nothing. Alas, poor , miſerable; 
blinde, deceived creatures;:lean cm- 
pty, and poor ſtarved ſouls. [Bur theſe 
| have it. Ye have that within you 
which crowns you the happy men, 
Felices nimium bona ſi ſua norint, did 
ye but know your own ye" 
An 


74 Thegrand Inquiry 
And are not your ſpirits as yet up? 
Why what is it that ſtill troubles you? 
Alas my fins ! Burt love covers all, 
Jer. 50. 20., 1n thoſe dates ſhall the 
inrquity of Iſracl be ſowght for, and 
there ſhall be none : and the ſins of 
Judah, and they ſhall not be fownd : 
or 1 mill pardon them whom I reſerve, 
There ſhall be none, God himſelf 
findes none: not that God is blinde, | 
that he ſees not what wwe fee: but 
he gives you the meaning in the lat- | 
ter clauſe, he ſees none unpardoned, 
none that ſhall be imputed, none that 
ſhall be laid unto our charge. Rom. 
5.11: We joy in God, through our 
Lord Feſus Chrift, by whom we have 
received: the atonement, The cloud's 
now remoyed, can you yet (ce your 
wealth I ſhall give you heaven ina 
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word. :Luk. 17. 20. The Kingdome | 


of heaven” is in you. And what's 
thar?: Rom, 14. 17. The Kingdomt 
of heaven i righteouſneſſe, peace 


and 
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and joy in the holy Ghoſt, O do net 
rob your ſelves of any part of your 
own happinefſe, but as you have a 
tighteouſneſſe within you, ſo adde tb 
your righteouſnefſe peace, and to 
your - peace joy. Rejoyce ye Righte- 
08 


X 5; Whileſt we look upon the right 
ard. 
Whileſt we fit under the ſunſhine 
of 'Gods favours, and that all things 
go well with us. Whileſt we look up- 
on the mercies God beſtowed upon 
us, be they lefſe, of more. We [ee 
the Men of the world how glad they 
are, when their- corn, and wine, and 
oyl increafeth.* The 'righteous live 
as therrily asthey do, and have betr- 
ter ttaſon for" rejoycing then they 
haves more Tolid'and true joy in the 
leaſt thercy rhey receive, then others 
in a- great abundance : Plal. 37: i6. 
A little that d righteous man hath, «s 
better then the rithes of many wicked. 
Their 
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Their, little is better then anothers 
much, better then their riches, then 


the riches not of orc, but many,-nay ' 


-put all together. Though their fare 
Þ -not ſo delicate, nor their cloathes 
ſo gay, nor their bed-ſo ſoft, yer they 
eat their bread with more delight, 
and take their (leeps with 'more ſweet 
refreſhment, and enjoy the mercies 
.God beſtowes upon thems 'with-more 
comfort and” content then othergcan, 
And the reaſon's evident. 


1, Becauſe they, draw their 1 


wealthy from the. head of the /well, 
the ſpring, Dulciue ex 1pſo fonte, and 
'there .the water drinks more {weet- 
Jy. Whileſt others drink only in the 
channell, receive their bleſſings from 
the band of. fortune, or, perhaps they 
1acrificeto.their own ner, as if bythem 


their portion were madefat z theſethey *| 


receive them from-the-hand of God, 
the fountain of mercics.' - As once 
Facobto. his brother Eſas, .T heſe are 
the 
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the' childrew which God hath graci- 
onſly given to thy ſervant. 

2. Becauſe they receive theſe 
mercies as ptedges of Gods love and 
kindneſſe towards them. Whileſt 
others feed upon the husk, ſatisfie 
themſelves in thoſe poor injoyments, 
and look no'further then the crea- 
tyfe; theſe feed upon the kernell, 
they feaſt themſelves upon God in 
the holy injoyments, they ſee {his 
mercy and goodneſſe in thus provi- 
ding for them. And this affords a 
ſweet refreſhment to their ſouls, in- 
finitely beyond all their creature-com- 


forts, whileſt thus they injoy God in 


the creatures, and receive them as 
loye-tokens. This beyond all, faich 
David, In the multitude of my 


| thoughts, thy comfort; they delight 


my ſoul. | 
3. Becauſe they have right in 
theſe injoyments. Others indeed in- 


joy them by a common providence : 


I 
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L will not ſay, as ſome, that they are 
uſurpers. God gives them their 


portion in this life, The eyes of all * 


wait ypon him, and he glyes them 
their meat in due ſeaſon. Burt theſe 
have a more ſpecial intereſt, Chtiſt 
hath purchaſed a more ſpecjall title 
and right for them. And ſurely that 
man lives more comfortably, that 
lives purely on his own, Saith Payl, 
Lot no man glory in man, for all things 
Gre yours. 


uſe of theſe injoyments, whileſt others 
are worſe for them, Ecclef, 5. 13, 
There # 4 ſore evil wbich 1 have ſeen 
under the ſun, namely, riches kept for 
the owners thereof, to ther hurt. As 
a {word in a mad mans hand, fo they 
endanger themſelycs with them ; or 


at the beſt, they do bur gather tor '| 


themſclves z they live ro themſelves, 
till they loſe both them(clyes, and 
that whichthey have gathered. Thoy 


fool 


4+ Becauſe they have the right 1 
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vol, this night ſhall thy ſal. betaken 
oo thee, = jr ns w + ſhall theſe 
things be ? But the righteous, they 
make themſelves friends of that un- 
righteous Mammon ; they lay uy for 
themſelves treaſures in heaven; If 
rich in this world, they are rich in 
good works, ready to diſtribute, wil- 
ling to communicate, laying up for 
themſelves a good foundation for the 
time to come, that they may lay 


{| hold upon eternall life. Whar a 


world of difference there is between 
that man who hath the right uſe of 
bis eſtate, and him thar wants it? 
How comfortable is the life of the 
one beyond the other ? 

5. Becauſe their happineſle doth 
not depend upon theſe outward ble(- 
lings. They may take pleaſure in 


* them for a time, as the ſcholar takes 


pleaſure in his mcar, bur findes a bet- 
ter reliſh at his book, ſo they have 
fixed their affeRtions upon ' higher 
matters. 
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matters. If they be croſt in theſe in- 
joyments, yer there 1s no interrupti- 
on of their. joy, becauſe it doth not 
depend upon them. Rev. 12. I. They 
have the Moon under their feet, B 
the Moon underſtand things ſublun- 
ry, all things under the Moon, they 
are aboye theſe things. As uſing: the 
world, ſaith Paul, but not abuſing it : 
and I would have you without careful: 
neſſe. Therefore they injoy it with 
more comfort, becauſe they injoy it 
with lefſe care. Look upon a man 
whoſe happineſſe depends upon it; 
whole heait is ſet upon the world, 
how he frets and grieves, and when 
croſt in his purſuits, as Micab,Te bawe 
taken away my Gods, how ts it then that 
e. ſay unto me, What ailtth thee? 
W hileſt thoſe whoſe hearts are cen- 


tred upon God, they ſing ſwretly,* | 


with that holy Fob, The Lord giveth, 
and the Lord taketh away, bleſſed bt 


the name of the Lord, | 
* Laſtly, 


A 
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Laſtly, Becauſe they look upoa 
theſe rhings, but as the 1ſraelrtes on 


4 thoſe cluſters of grapes brought by 


the ſpies our of the land of Canzay, 
ſo to put them in minde of the wealth 
and fertilicy of the Countrey, to raiſe 
up their hearts to the meditation of 
thoſe heavenly joyes. Every mercy 
we receive, ir is as another ſtep ro 
mount up our thoughts upon Facobs 
Ladder to celeſtiall glories. Theſe 


| are but the Yiaticum, a refreſhment 


by the way, we look for another 
Countrey, a City which hath foun- 
dations, a building of God,and hour- 
ly expeR the call, Come ye bieſſed 
children of my Father, inherit ye the 
Kingdome prepared for you, from the 


foundation of the world, And if we 


finde this comfort in our Inne, how 


" much more then when we come at 
: * 
our own home 2 Thus whileſt others 


receive but the ſingle comforts of 


theſe carthly bleſſings, the godly have 
: G a 
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a double comfort, whileſt thus from 
theſe things below they are carried 


up unto the things above. If others *; 


therefore can rejoyce in theſe things, 
how much more cauſe have you to 
rejoyce with joy above other men ? 
Rejuyce ye Rrighteons, 

6. Whileſt we look upon the left 
hand, 

Many are the troubles of the righ- 
tcous. What crofles and afflictions ? 


what poverty and diſgraces ? what | 


reproaches and perſecutions ? what 
bonds and impriſonments? belides 
inward troubles, that law 19 our mem- 
ber, warring againſt the law of our 
minde, that whew we would do good 
evill is preſent with us. Oh wretched 
man that I am, who. ſhall deliver mt 


from thu body. of death + And then 


God himſelf drawing the black cur- | 


tain between him and us, withdraw- 
ing the light of his countenance from 
us. Thou didſt hide thy face, and I was 
troubled, 
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troubled. Be nor diſcouraged; Pal. 


| 1124 4. Unto the righteous there ari- 


ſeth light in dartneſſe. So a jay in 
ſorrowing. Nay ler me tell you fur- 
ther, you have more matter of re- 
joycing in the very depth of your ad- 
verſity, then others in the greateſt 
height - of their proſperity; There- 
fore was it Moſes his choice, Heb. 
11.24. He choſe rather to ſuffer af- 
fliction with the people bf God, then to 


. enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon. 


He choſe rather to ſuffer afflitions 
with the people of God, then to be 
called the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter: 
eſteeming the reproach of Chriſt 
oreater riches then the treaſures in 
Egypt. Why art thou caſt down 0 my 
ſoul? and why art thon diſquictted 


_ within me? Look upon thy Saviour, 


1 Per. 2,22. Chriſt hath ſuffered for 
ms, leaving us an example that we 
ſhould follow his ſteps, And ſhall we 
not rejoyce to be made like unto 
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Chriſt « This is that in compariſon 
of which .the Apoſtle accounts all 


things as nothing, and worſe then 


nothing,as loſle and dung. Phil.3.10. 
That 1 may knew him, and the pewer 
of his reſurrefion, ard the fellowſhip 
of his ſufferings, being made confor- 
mable to his death, Thus we have a 
fellowſhip with Chriſt. Nay further 
we bear a part of his ſufferings. And 


then, ſaith St. Paul, Col. 1,22, Ire- | 


1eycein my (ufferings fer you, to. fill 
- that wil ring Fe S ht 
ons of Chriſt in my fl.ſþ, for hu bo- 
dies ſake, which s the Church, As 
Chriſt ſuffered in his natural, ſo he 
muſt ſuffer in -his- myſticall - body. 
Our afflitions therefore they are 
Chriſts 2Mliions, a filling up of that 
which is bchinde of his affliions, 


Et quw non bic ſuperbit ? (ah Luther | 


in his Conſolatory to the Duke of 
$4xony, who would not rejoyce to 
bear part wich Chriſt? So is it the 
Apoſtles 
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Apoltles triumph, Rom. 8 35. Wbo 

all ſeparate us from the love of God 
which i in Chriſt 7 ſhall trilulation, or 
diſtreſſe, or perſecution, or famine, or 
nakedneſſe, or perill, or the ſword? As 
it « wrinten, For thy ſake are we killed 
all the day long, and are counted 4s 
ſheep for the ſlaughter : nay in all theſe 


things we are more then Conquerors. 


Conquerors, and more then conque- 


rors How's that? Not only bear- 


\ ing them with patience, bur with joy. 


Act. 5.41. They went away rejoycing 
that they wire connt.d worthy to ſuf- 
fer reproach for the Name of Chriſt, 
Or it all this be not ſufficient, yer 
take notice of the benefit, and ſee if 
we have not great reaſon of rejoy- 
cing, even in our greateſt trials. Ir is 


- |: true indeed, no affliction for the pre- 


ſent is joyous, bur grievous : O bur 
afrerwards it works che quiet fruit of 
righreouſneſle ro rhem that are exer- 
ciled therewicth. And rake no.ice of 
G 3 Its 
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- Bel ved, theſe are times of triall, 


eb one oy or orher we are lure he 


cometoit. Sohid we need to haye 
our ſtrength about us, forthe fleſh is 
weak. We have the word in general, 
Rom 8. 28. We know that all things 
work rogether for good to them that 
love Ged. This 1s a (weet word. And 
1s not here matter of great Joy, what- 
ſoever our condition 1s, be 1t proſpe- 
rity or adverſity ? Nay obſei ve tur- 


ther, if not in adverſity rather thien | 


proſperity. Dvd will acknowledge 
it, Thou, Lord, of very faithfulneſſe 
haſt cau led me to be troubled, Dowe 

not {ce nk it ifiles off the ruſt. Iſai. 

27.9. Bythi the iniquity of Jacob 
(hall be purged, and this is the fruit, 
10 take away his ſins So the drofle 
conſumes, and we come out of the 


fire of affliction as gold refined out | 


of the furnace. ' So it excites our 
graces, And the more our Camo- 
mileis trodden on, it ſends forth a 
{weeter 
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ſweeter ſavour, Jam. 1. 2. My bre- 
» | thren, coupt it all joy when ye fall into 
: '| drvers temptations. When ye fall in- 
; | rotemptarions, into divers temptati- 
| | ons, enough ro make others ſtagger, 
\ | to reel to and fro like a drunken 
+ | man, andputthem to their wits end, 
| | yet count this your joy, count it all 
joy, And why ſo? Knowing ' that 
the triall of your faith worketh pa- 
bl tence, and let patience have her per- 
| feft work, that ye may be perfett and 
entire, wanting x#0thing. So Rom. 
5.3. Now we rejoyce in hope of the 
glory of God, and not only ſo, but we 
glory in tribulation alſo, In ipſa tribu- 
latione ſpes glorie, in ipſa. tribulatione 
gloria ſpei - In tribularion it ſelf is 
the hope of glory, nay in tribulation 
itſelf is the glory of our hope: and 
Wherefore © The Apoſtle followes ir, 
Knowing that tribulation worketh pa- 
tence, patience experience, experience 
hope, and hope maketh not aſhamed, 

| CG 4 becauſe 
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becauſe the love of God ts ſhed abroad 
in our hearts. What heap upon heap, 
and grace upon grace, and all flowing * 
on us through the benefic of Mlici- 
ons? Are ye not now ſatisfied? 1 Per, 
4-14 If ye be reproached for the Name 
of Chr.ft, happy are ye, for the Spirit of 
glory.,and of Gol reſteth upon you. The 
Spirit of glo:y.and the Spirit of God. 
The Spirit of God never reſts ſo glo- 
riouſly upon the Saints, as in the time 
ot ſuffcriig. Tt en appears the glo- | 
ry of their faith, the glory of their 
patience, hope, long- li ffering, genile- 
neſſe, meekneſle, goocneſle, all the 
fruts of the Spirit. Nor only an in- 
creaſe of grace here, but of glory 
hereafter. 2 Cor. 4 18. Onur bebt 
af flietton which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding 


and eternal weight of glory. Our light © | 


afflition,light becauſe bur momenta- 
ny,thatſhort affliction, compare it with 
eternity, it works glory for us,and a 
weight 
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weight of glory, a great weighr, an 
exceeding weiyht, a more exceeding 
weight, a tar more « xceeding weight, 
a far more exceeding and eternall 
weight. So do but compare your 
ſufferings, ycur layings out with your 
comings in; happy men, could you 
but ſee your own happineſſe, how it 
purifies you from the drofle of fin, 
how ir refines your graces, how it 
works you for that weight of glory. 
Mar. 5. 11. Happy are yr, wh'n men 
revile you, and perſecute you, and ſay 
all manner of evil againſt you falſly, 
for my ſake, rejoyce and be exceeding 
glad, for great is your reward 1y hea- 
ven, The more you ſuffer here, the 
greater meaivre and degree of glory 
ſha'l you have hereafter. Rejoycec 
theretore, nay double and treble your 


* | rejoycinzs, rejoyce and be glad, and 


exceeding glad, Rejoyce in ihe Lord, 
and be glad ye righteous, and ſhous 
for joy all ye that are upright in heart, 
7. Whilecſt 
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Conſider the time paſt, As David, 


Pſal. 77. 10- J/ will remember the 
years of the right hand of the moſt 


High: I will remember the works of 


the Lord, axudcalito minde his won- 
drous works of old time. So do but 
recount your former experiences of 
Gods mercies. Andis not here mat- 
ter of great joy ? but think with your 
ſelyes how it lift up the heart of 'Ha- 
man when he caſt his eyes back upon 


thoſe favours which Ahaſhuerus had | 


beſtowed upon him. Eith. 5, 11: 
Ard Haman told them of all the glory 
of his riches, and the multitude of his 
children,and all the things wherein the 
King had promoted him, And when 
he had been with the King at Eſthers 
Banquet, Verl. 9. Then went Haman 


ferth that day joyful, and with a glad * 


heart. It Haman could rejoyce fo 
much in the favour of a wavering and 
unconſtant man, how much more 
reaion 
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reaſon have we of rejoycing in the 
favours of Almighty God, with 


| whom is no variableneſle, neither (ha- 


dow of changing? So do bur caſt 
your eyes back up »n what he hath 
already done, ar.d ſhall we not much 
| rejovce in his mercies © Pal. 126. 3. 
The Lord hath done great things for 
#" whereof we areglad. And as good 

as great, yea and many of them. Pſal. 
139.17. How precious are thy thoughts 
toward me; O God? How great # the 
ſum of them ? If I ſhowld cout them 
they are more in number then the ſand, 
Not a minute of time paſſeth over 
{| our heads but we taſte his mercies, 
| every Cay that we upriſe. Lam. 3.22. 
It is of the Lords mercy that we are 
not conſum'd, becauſe his compaſcions 


: 


| fail not : they are new every mornings 


Beſides thoſe ordinary and common 
favours, none of.us all it we look be- 
hinde us, at ſome time or other we 
have had experience of ſpecial and 
pa- 


—— 
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particular deliverances. What dan- 


gers Co continually furround us, we | 


may eaſily gueſs, it we do but confider 
our a.iverlary the devill, how like a 
roaring Lion he ſtill walks abour, ſee- 
king daily whom he may devour z and 
then the enmity that is in the crea» 
rures, but eſpecially that deſperate 
wickedneſſe that lies in our own 
hearts. How are we hunted as a par- 
tridge upon the mountains? But 


bleſſed be God, we are eſcaped, as a + 


bird ofit of the ſnare of the fowler, 
the ſnare is broken, and we are deli- 
vercd. The greater our danger, the 
oreater our deliverance: the more 
that our ſorrow was, the greater is 
our joy. As a man that hath been 
long toſt upon rhe troubleſome ſeas, 


He, olim meminiſſe juvabit, he then 


rejoyces when he gets into the har- 
bour. As the Iſraelites when they 
ſtood (ate upon the banks of the red 
ſea, and beheld the drowning of the 
Egyptians : 
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Egyptians: Solhall we not look be- 
hinde us, that we. may rejoyce, whileſt 
thus we behold the ſalvation of our 
God. But above ail obſerve that 
great deliverance from the hands of 
Satan, from the chains of ſin, where- 
in we were led captive by him at his 
pleaſure. Caſt your eyes behinde 
you, and conlider. Eph. 2. 1. Tos 
hath he quickned, who were dead in 
ſins and treſpaſſes: wherein in time 


. paitye walked, according to the conrſe 


of this world, according to the Prince 
of the air, the ſpirit that now works 
in the children of d:ſobedience x 
amongſt whom alſs we all had »uy con- 
verſation in t:mes paſt, If we look 
upon times paſt, Oh what a wofull 
condition was the p »or creature in,at 


| | his very birth, all poliutce in his 


bloud , and as he growes up, fo car- 
ried away with the courle of rhe 
world, running headiong to his own 
deſtruion, This was our condition. 
But 
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| But bleſſed be God thar there is a 
change. It was the joy of Fehorakim, 
Evilmerodach the King of Babylon 
ſent for him out of priſon, and chan- 
ged his prilon garments, and gave 
him a continual portion b-fore him 
all the dates of his life : So: Chriſt 
hath made a change,and an exchan c 
with us, he hath taken trom us the 
rags of ſin, and put, upoa us the 
robes ot righteouſneſs, his own robes, 


He was made ſin for us who knew nt - 


ſ61, that we m17ht bs made the rig'te- 
ouſreſſe of Got in him ;, he hath dtli- 
vered ws from that pit of darkueſſe, 
and m-:de us ſit together '\n heavenly 
places in” Chriſt Feſus., What a 
change 1s here © do but compare your 
con |ition then, and your condition 
now. Is it not the joy of Angels? 


There is joy in heaven over one f11- 


ner that repenteth. The woman re- 
joyc.th that hath found her loſt g' oarz 
the nan rcjoyceth that hath found his 
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loſt ſheep; rhe father rejoyceth that 
hath found his loſt ſon ; bring hither 
the fatted calf, let us eat, and be mer- 
19 : (hall others thus rejoyce over us, 
and is it rot much more the joy of 
our own hearts? Look upon orher 
mcn, how they ſtill wallow in their 
wickedneſle, having their underſtan- 
d.ngs darkned, through the ignorance 
that is in them, becauſe of the hard- 
neſſe of their hearts : and then refle& 
ve on our ſelycs, thus it hath been 
with us, if we look upon time paſt. 
1 Cor. 6. 9. Be not decerved, wertber 
fornicator, nor idolater, nor adulterer, 
nor effeminate, nor abuſers of them- 
ſelves with mankinde, nor theeves, nor 
covetous, nor arunkards, nor revilers, 
ner extortioners, ſhall enter into the 
Kingdom of God : And ſuch were ſome 
of you, but ye are waſhed. Such were 
ſome of you, O what a joyfull word, 
that we were bur ſuch, that we are 
notſonow ! So Pan!, b:fore I was 4 


per- 
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perſecutor, a blaſphemer, and injuri- 
eus, but 1 obtained mercy. Lord what 
am I, that thou hiſt brought me hi- 
therto? that thou haſt Joved Facob, 
and yer hated E jaw? that he ſhould 
paſſe by ſo many, and yet ſhew this 

race 'and favour tory foul. Sydo 
bur look behinde you and coaftder 
how ir hath been with you, Do but 
jemember the time paſt, and Rejoyce 
ge righteous. 

8, While we look before us. 

Conlider but the time to come, 
Heb. 12. 2. Looking upto Feſus, the 
au'hor ad finiſher of your fauh, wh 
for the joy that was ſet before him en- 
dared the criſſe and deſpiſed the ſhame, 
Do bur look upon the joy which is 
ſer b:fore you, and this will carry 
you above the croſſe Beloved, [ 


have ſpoken ſomething for your pre- 


{ent comfort to cheer up your ſpirits; 
and as the Queen of Sheba, It us 4 


true report which you have h:ard, yet 
behold, 
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behold, the one half tis not told you, 
| As yet- we have but the ſeed-time, 
and ſome thowres they are (caſona- 
ble; our life is bur a bnter- (weer. 
Pial. 97.. 11. Light i ſown for the 
right:ous,' and gladneſſe for 'the up- 
tight in heart, But look before (you, 
and behold/ a harveſt, even the joy 
ot 'harveſt, unintermixed joy. The 
time is coming when all tears ſhall be 
wiped from our eyes, There [hall be 
* no'more death, nor ſorrow,'nor crying, 
neither auy more pain, Do but. look 
before you, and behold a Kingdom, 
Come ye 'bleſſed children of my Father, 
inberit ye the Kingdom: mR_—_ for 
you from the foundation of the world. 
Do bur look before you; and behold 
2 Throne, Ts him that overcometh, 
_ faith our Saviour, w:ll'1 give to-ſit 
with me on my thrones Do-but look 
before you,. and: behold \'a Crown, 
From hencefwrth there is laid up: for 
: 4 crows of righteouſneſſe, which 
| H Goa 
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God the righteous Fudge ſhall give me 
at that day, and not unto me only, 
unto all that love his appearing. The ' 
time is coming when we ſhall be ga- 
thered with Abraham, Iſaac, and Fa- 
cob, into the Kingdom of heaven, to 
the Patriarchs our fathers, to the 
Saints our brethren, to the Angels 
ourfriends, to Angels and Archan- 
gels, and to all the company of that 
heavenly hoſt. The time is coming 


when the Lord Jeſus ſhall ſend for -| 


us, as once Facob for his father. He 
that ſent us into the world, owes 
us a bctter turn then to leave - us 
for everinthe world. Father 1 will 
that thoſe that thou haſt 21ven me be 
with me where I am, that they may be- 
hold my glory. How did it rejoyce 
the ſpirit of old Facob? It is enough, 
Joſeph « yet alve, 1 will go and jee 
bim before T die : So here, and much 
more then ſo, It is cnough, Jeſus is 
yet alive 3 though I cannot go and ſec 
him 
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him before 1 die, yet Lord, let me 
die, that I may goand fee him: I de- 


EY fie 10 be di(lplved and to be with 


Chriſt, which is the beſt of «ll, The 
time' is coming, whett the Lord Je- 
ſus hall deſcend. from heaven with 
a ſhout, with the voice of an Arch- 
angel, and che Trump of God, and 
the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſc firſt 
ro mect the Lord in the air, thar there 
they may be eyer with the Lord. 
Thar they may be' with God ! Oh 
whats bappy vifon toſtand comtiou- 
ally in his preſence ? Saith the Queen 
of Shebs concerning. the ſervants of 
King So/omen, H are thy ſer- 
_ «nd ples, theſe thy mes 
which ſtand contiunally before thee : 
bur think, if you canthink, how 

py they are tharftand continually in 
Gods preſence; there's fulncfle of 
joy and. pleaſures for ever moze, A 
tulneflc of joy, becauſe chercfar ever, 
far ever wut the Lord 3 .O tweet 
; H 2 word, 
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word, for-ever !-And this is that in- 
deed* which- crowns all our Joyes. 
Would it not be a hell in the midſt 
of heaven, .to think of once: loſing 
heaven? But Oh joyfull cternity ! An 
Etetnal joy. 'Whileſt we' are Here, 
and fee nothing but what's preſent, 
we read - nothing; bur vicifſitude, and 
the wheel ſti|l'turning: but when we 
conſult with heaven, and look upon 
that before us, then pure and 'unmix- 
ed, unchangeable' and everlaſting 
joyes: '0h bow great s thy goodne(ſe, 
which'thou haſt laid up' for them that 
fear thee! Goodnefſe, and great 
goodnefle, but what tongue is' able 
to expreſſe. how'great? 1 Cor. 2. 9. 
Eye hath not ſeen,” nor ear heard, net- 
ther hath it entrea into mans heart. 
'The eye hath ſeen-much, the ear hath 
heard more, the heart of man is able 
to conceive much more. Yet net- 
ther hath eyeſcen, nor car heard, nor 
is the heart of man able to conceive 
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the chings which God thath prepared 
for them that, loye; him, , Mine'cyes 
dazle, my hand trembles, my heart 
faileth. . Me thinks ] hear as the Lo:d 
Once tO Fob, Who & ths that darkens 
counſel! by woras w;thaut knowledge ? 
Alas my apprehenſion is Pine; my 
.affe&zons cold, my, expreſſions low : 
ſuch joy.is too wonderful for me,,..it 
1s high, I cannot attain unto: it,,, Or as 
hat holy Fob, 1 have uttered thinzs 
which 1 ht not, things toomon- 
 derful For mez which I knew not, Now 
we ſee, ſaith; Paul, bat through 4 £44 
darkly, but here is jou, Wu c 
time:1s coming onth at we þ 
to face z now we know. but in part, Wo 
then we ſhal know 45 me are alſo k nown. 
And if we. know already, ſo much rea- 
| -fſon. of rejoycing, O Oh .then what.dou- 
| bleand what treble joy? Be glad in 
the Lord, and rejoyce yerighteous, and 
ſhout for joy all ye that are upright in 
heart, Rejoyce ye righteous, 
H 3 Now 
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Now refle& we in the application. 
And the meditation of this affords 
us, 

1. An Information, 


That there are true joycs in the way 
of righteouſneſſe. 
Tr 'is the common error of the 
world, and many are diſcouraged 
with it, If a man turn religious, then 
farewcll all good daies, we muſt ne- 
verlook for merry hour any more. 
Spirirus Calvinienm eft ſpirits me- 
lancholicus, The Chriſtian ſpirit is 
a melancholick ſpirit. Fooliſh man, 
how apt to deceive himſelf, and ro 
be diſcouraged ? And it is the Devils 
policy thus ro blinde mens eyes, and 
pervert their judgements, that he 


ny keep them from the walcs of | 
right 


eonſneſle. What a wilde mi- 
ſtake? Of all other men they only 
have the tolid, and true joy. Ir is not 
an 1ſaacthar is Alain in the mount, _— 
the 
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the Ram in the buſh of thornes : It 
's not true joy which is loſt in REli- 
gion, but only thoſe finfull pleaſures, 
which are as thornes in our eyes, and 
pricks in our fides, to put us to anat- 
ter ſorrow. Eccleſ. 2. 2. 1 ſaid of 
lazebter, It is mad, and of mirth, What 
doth it * Religion therefore doth 
not quaſhour mirth, but only qualifie 
it : it doth not deprive us of our plea- 
ſures, but corre&t them. It ſhewes us 
where true joy is tg be found, true, 


' falid, and foul-ſatisfying joy. Pfal. 


36. 8. They ſhall be lady ps f- 
ed with the f, wack « of thy hou ay 

thou ſhalt _ = em drink ba ri 
vers of thy pleaſures. 

But do we not fee the lives of ſome 
how exceeding comfortlefle? And 
generally all the Saints are men of a 
{tri and auſtere converſation, not 
ro be tempted with the cup of plea- 
lure, bur ſpending their dayes in the 
valley of Gl "—_ and. wearing out 
H 4 their 
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their tedious lives in a ſad retirednels. 

For anſwer-'to this, obſerve, the 
worlds miſtake; and thar's twotolds:- 

1. They think, there :are no plea» 
ſures to be had but only in the things 
of the world. « The coverous man 
thinks there's no joy to that of a full 
barn, or a full bag: the Epicure 
thinks, there's no joy to that /of a 
full cup, or a full - turniſhed rable-: 
the laſcivious-m13n thinks, there's. no 
joy to thar of a foyl mouth, anda bed 
defiled. Generally the world thinks 
there: can be no mirth but in-their 


own waies;" and every man pleaſes - 


himſelf in his own humour. Bur do 
ye not ſee the folly of thoſe waies ? 
Oh miſer!,quorum gauata crimen habet! 
miſerable men, that capnot be: merry 
without fin. Yet becauſe we are ta- 
ken from theſe things, from theſe fil- 
thy, beaſtly, and unreaſonable pal- 
times, from thele {inful, brutiſh, 8 in- 
orcinate luſts wherein they. take plea- 
ſure, therefore they think we have no 


JOY 
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joy atall. As the worſhippers of the 
golden Calf, rhey ear, and drink, 
| and riſe. up: toplay: and they think 
ir ſtrange thar we run not with them 
intothe ſame excefle of riot, ſpeaking 
evill of us. Fond wor!d !\>1s it any 
trouble ro a man to ;lay aide his 
childiſh roycs ? What is all your mer- 
riment but vanity, but childiſhnefle £ 
Nay worſe \then children in their 
harmlcle ſports : not. only vanity; 
| but” vexation. - As- a man that harh 
the'Irch, how-he pleaſes himſelf with 
ſcratching, which yet works him 10 
an aftcr-pain? Do ye not. bluſh at 
your own folly,” fo to+.debaſe? your 
ſelves in ſenſualitics, as if you had no 
better principles then. a beaſt 2: Sol 
dare ſay ſometimes, in rhe height of 
your :jollities, full loath- you would 
| beto be ſeen by the eye of man. And 
what fruir had you then in thoſe 
things, whereot ye.are now aſhamed ? 
Bur will it not be bitterneſle in- the 
latter 
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latter end? Nocet empta dolore wo 


luptas. And what is that joy worth, | 


which is bought with ſorrow ? Prov, 
14.13. Eves in laughter the heart is 
ſorrowfull : andthe end of that mirth 
& heavineſſe., 'So Job, They ſpend 


their dies in mirth, and their years | 


in jollity, and in 4 moment they go 
down into the pit. And then, So, 
remember, thou in thy life time racei. 
vedft thy good things, therefore thou 


art now tormented. The more they | 


have had their pleaſures in this world, 
the greater ſhall be their torment and 
ſorrow in the.world to come. But as 
God gave Sawl another ſpirit, when 
he was fer upon the throne, he then 
followed no. more his fathers affcs: 
fo hath God ſct us above theſe things, 
tharnqw we take no delight in pur- 
ſuit of ſuch brutiſh pleaſures. Bur 
are we therefore deprived of all joyes, 
becauſe we take no pleaſure in thelc 
things 2 'The Saints in glory ncither 


pur- 
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rchaſe houſe, nor buy land, nor 
uae F nor filyer, neither do they 
eat nor drink, nor marry, nor are 
given in marriage, but are as the An- 
Is. They have none of the plea- 
ures of this world, yer in perfe&hap- 


|-pineſſe : ſo the Saints in grace,though 


they reliſh not the pleaſures either of 


| the covetous, or of the voluptuous, ar 
| ofthe laſcivious, yet they have their 


joyes. Nay let me tell you further, 


, : Itis their joy that they are weaned 


from thoſe {inful pleaſures, that God 


hath imbittered that cup to them, 


' and (et them above worldly joy. So 


are you miſtaken, whileſt you think 
the joy of the world isthe only joy. 

2. And as far miſtaken, whileſt 
you think, that inward ſpiritual joy 
of the Saints to be no joy, bur tor- 


 row,and a burden. The joy of Saints 


is no outhhde joy. Saith Pal, There 
be that glory in outward appearance, 
net in heart: {others bethat rejoyce in 
Out = 
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outward app:arance,” not in heart, 
Spem vnlin (mulat,: premit altum cor- 


de dolorem. © So they put a good face'; 


upon ir, when their ſoul perhaps is 
full :of bitterneſle : So on the contra- 
ry, the Saints many times have joy 
intheir hearts, when it appears tle 
in; their faces ;.; whileſt their: looks 


are- ferious, their! ſouls full-of::com- | 


fort. . The Kings daughter, ſaith the 
Pſalmiſt, « alt gloriows within. The 


glory.of the world is an ourfide glo, \ 
ry,/and: the joy/of:the world: is an 


. 


| 
| 


outfide. joy : but'; the glory: of the ' 
Church is :an infide glory, and, the | 


Joy of Gods children'is an inſide Joy. 


Saicky our Saviour. to, his Diſciples, | 


1 have meat to eat that ye knaw. not on: 


' So the Saints have- joyes thar. the | 


wor'd ſecs not, nay that they cannot 


ſees * The natural man perceives no. | 


the things of G2d : ſo nor are they | 


able to perceive the joy of the Saints 
of God. They are fo far from + pr- 
cciving 
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ceiving them that” count them -bur 2 


) burden. ' It is the joy ofSaints-/'to ſee 
| the light 'of Gods countenance, this 


puts gladneſſe in their hearts,” more 
then in the time tljat corn, and: wine, 
and oyl increaſeth. But they think 
nor upon God, God'is not in all their 
thoiights, When the thoughts of 


| God are brought into their mindes, it 


marrs all their mirth.. The. thoughts 
of God are melancholick thoughts, 


- therefore they think as (eldom of 
| him as they can. Ir is the joy of 
' Saints to 'think 'of thoſe {weer' expe- 
| riences of Gods love and kindnefle, 
Thy loving kindneſſe s better then 
life, and it is their delight to recount 


his favours, 1 will remember the years 


of the right hand of the' moſt bigh, 
- Bur theſe live by chance, they never 
| regard the works of the Lord, nor 
| the operations of his hand z therefore 

they mock the Saints, He truſted in 


God that he would deliver him's let 
him 
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bim deliver him, |\ ecing be deleghred 
iu him. It is the joy of Saints, the 


knowledge ofthe Word of God, Hi | 


delight is inthe Law of the Lord, and 
in that Law doth be meditate day 
and night. Nay, thy Commandements 
are wy ra, ſairh David, not de- 
light, but delights, a plurali of 
delights. One man pleaſcth him: 
ſelf in this thing, and another in that, 
but here he meets the pleaſure of al 
recreations, 2 mulricude of delights. - - 
Bur theſe they orow weary of it. 
Whileſt their ears are ryed to the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Scriprures, they are as a Bear tyed to | 
the (ſtake. Therefore they ſay unto | 


God, Depart from #s,we deſire not the | 
knowledge of thy wares. It is the joy | 


of Saints ro meet God in his Ordi- | 


nances, My ſoul thirſteth for God, yuu, | 


even for the livin Mr Oh when ſbal 
1 come and wean, 

count the Sabbath a delight, Bur 
theſe, how quickly they arc tired of 
ite 


efore God | So jo y |: 
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it? When will the new Moons be gone, 
that we may ſellcorn, and the Sabbaths, 
that we may ſet forth wheat? Ay the 
Heathens thought, ſo think they, thar 
the Jewes loſt a ſeventh part of their 
time, becauſe rhey kept the ſeventh 
day a holy reſt unto the Lord. It is 
the joy of Saints to attend Gods ſer- 
vice. Astheir Lord and Maſter, It is 


meat and drink, to do the will of 


bam that ſent me, and 10 finiſh hs 


.- - work, So David, I delight to do thy 


will, © my God, yea thy Law i with:n 


| my heart. Buttheſc, ſay they, let ns 
| break his bands aſunder, and caſt away 


| bis cords from us, It is in vain t0 


| ſerve the Lord, and what profit & it 


| that we have keps his Ordinances ? In 
| award, Itis the joy of Saints to think 


| of heaven. Where the treaſure © there 


will che heart be alſo, So thar con- 


,verſation is in heaven, all their 


thoughts, longings, defires, and en- 
devours after it, But theſe, their at- 
tctions 
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ſeRtions are (et upon-the things be- 
low. And as that French Cardinal. 
they prefer their part \in \Par before 
that in Paradiſe.  And'Galliocares/ for 


none of theſe things. Thus we ſee 


their miſtakes, accounting that a joy 
whith is indeed their ſorrow; and 
that a burden which is the only joy. 

Otrbur ſecondly, ſay they, Do not 
we hear yout complaints, and ſee your 
tears? and your lives are bitter.” Do 
we nor read the lamentarions of a Fe- 
remy? and David's foul melts with 
weeping, All the night long waſh I my 
bed, and water ” couch with my 
tears. 

For anſwer to this. It is true in- 
deed, and as well may you deſire 
mirth from a dead man, as from the 
Saints in ſome conditions. But, 

1. Takenotice, this'is their weak- 
_— : HO David. doth acknowledge 

Plal.77. 10. This is my infirm: 
” Iris their ignorance: of Gods fa- 
IHISELE therly 
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therly love toward them. Whom the 
Lord loveth he chafteneth, and ſcour- 


' geth every ſon whom he receiveth; 


Sorrow is ſometimes as neceſſary for 
us aS is joy, The truth is, whilcſt we 
carry fleſh abour us, ſuch is the frail- 
ty of our ſinful nature, cither of 'both 
endangers, if they be not tempered. 
God therefore in the wiſdom of his 
«1 c4apt, ſuch is his care” over us, 
e mixes the cup for ns. 'He ſweetens: 
our ſorrow: with ſome joy, Jeſt we 


' ſhould deſpair: and imbitters our 


| 


1 \s 


| joy with ſome ſorrow, Iſt: we ſhould 


| 
=; 
| 
| 


reſume. Eirher of bothymight ruine 
us : bur of the two, ſorrow may feem 
leſſe dangerous, or rather that which 
brings us the more good. A pleaſant 
potion is more delightful, bur: 2 bit- 
ter pill is ſometimes more! healthful, 
Ecclef. 7. 2. 1t is better to gernto the 
houſe 'of mourning, then to go into:the 
houſe of feaſting. . And left you ſhould 
think this a word raſhiy ſpoken, for. 
Af | [ who 
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who would not prefer-the one. far be- 
fore the other, therefore he ſeconds ir, 
verſ 3, Sorrow better then laughter, 
Nay not only ſayes it, but proves it, 
For by the ſadneſſe of the countenance 
the heart is made better. In mirth ma- 
ny times we are apt to forget our 


ſelves, bur ſorrow puts us in a god= 


ly frame Iris our ignorance there- 
fore of Gods fatherly care over us 
that deprives us: of our happineſle. 
' Belides, it is ſometimes with us, as 


with Eliſha's ſervant, . Alas, Maſter, * 


what ſhall we do? for hs eyes were 
held. Or as it was with: old Facob 
when they brought him the newes, 
thar Foſeph was alive and Governor 
over the /whole land of Zgypt, Hi 
ſonl faimed in him, and. he = ane 
them not. Or as .with the Diſciples, 


when they brought the firſt newes of - 


Chriſts reſurretion, Their words 
ſeemed but as idle tales, and they be- 
lieved not the women. So it is our 
18no- 
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ignorance, our infidelity, it is not our 
> 7 1 but our weakneſle, 
which brings all this ſorrow. But, 
2. Are you not again miſtaken ? 
You hear their moans, and you. [ce 
their tears: and is there not a joy in 
weeping 2 The weeping of the Saints 
doth: not: intermit their: joyes. This 
may ſeem. a paradox, but they under- 
ſtand it 5 As ſorrowine, (aith St, Paul, 
yet almaies rejoycing, We finde ſome- 
thing cyen in natural experience. It 
is ſometime an caſe unto a troubled 
ſoul, Ef. quedam flere voluptas. When 
the.veſlel's full, and begins to work, 


if it want a vent, it {pon burſts aſun- 


der. When the heart is fore op- 


| preſt with grief, and ready to fink 


under the burden, nappy man that 
can give vent wunto his ſoul with 


| tears, that can empty himſelf. with 


weeping. But further, ſometimes we 
finde it, even that which is the mat- 
ter of Qur tears is alſo the matter. of 
I 2 our 
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our joy. We ſhall ſee a man, in rea- 

ding of ſome ſad ſtory, how the 'tears 

trickle from his eyes : he weeps and 

reads, and reads and weeps, and the. 
more he reads ſtill the more he weeps, 

yet is he delighted in his reading. 
Ipſe dolor voluptas. That which cau- 

ſeth him ro ' weep, even that is it 
which ſo much delightcth him. Thus 
ts it here, The ſaints tears are the 
ſaints joy, and it is the rejoycing of 
their ſouls that they weep and ſorrow. 
The tears of Saints is the joy of An- 
gels, as I rold you before, There # joy 
in beaven over one ſinner that re- 
pgenteth, Nay let me tell you further, 
they have greatercaule to rejoyce in 
their ſorrowes, then others in their 
greateſt jollities. The Apoſtle un- 


derſtands it. Therefore faith he, 


2 Cor. 7.8. Though I made you ſorry 
with aletter Ido not repent, though 1 
id repent Now'I rejoyce not that 
je were made ſorry, but that ye ſorrow- 


7 


CT 


| 


.ed rorepentance, that ye were made ſor- 
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ry after. 4 goal manner —>for godly 
ſorrow worketh repentance to ſalvati- 
on, not tobe repented of, but the ſor- 
row of the world wozketh death, 
There's .a vaſt difference between 
worldly ſorrow, and godly ſorrow : 
the one tenc's ro death, but the other 
to life,torepentance & ſalyation. The 
ſorrow of the godly is like the ſor- 
row of a woman travelling with 
childe. It is not a barren bur a fruic 
full ſorrow. The ſorrow of world is 
barren, it brings forth- nothing but 
ſorrow z but the ſorrow of the godly 
is fruitful, it is a joy-bearing ſorrow. 
Joh. 16. 21, 4 woman hath ſorrow 
when ſhe travelleth, becauſe her hour 
& come : but as Jeon foe i delivered 
of a childe, (he rememb.rs no mare the 
angu:ſh for joy that a man is born into 
the world. And ye now havs ſorrow, 
but I will ſet you again, andyour hearts 
ſhall* rejoycr, and your joy no man 
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taketh from you. "Thus you 'ſee the | 


miſtake : The ſorrow of the righteous 
is a joyful ſorrow. 

Oh but thirdly, It may be objced, 
that ſometimes God requires it as a 
duty. Ef. 22.12. 1» that day did the 
Lord God of hoſts call to weeping and 
to mourning : and doubtleſſe the 
forrow of the Saints is hearty, when 
the Lord cals for it. 

For anſwer to-this, we muſt con- 


ſeſſe, itis ſo indeed. Neither do any | 


ſorrow as they ſorrow. Therefore as 
if they only ſforrowed, ſaith God, 
Ezck. 9. 4. Set a mare upon the fore- 


heads of the men that ſigh, ani that | 
cry for all the abominattons that are | 


done in the midſt of Jeruſalem. Their 


ſighs are ſighs indeed, and their cries | 
are cries indeed, God ſets a mark: | 


upon them as if they only were the 
mourners, Yet withall take notice, 
that it is not for righteouſneſſe, but 
for wickcdnefle, all the C__ 
that 


{ 
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that are done in Feruſalem; rightc- 
ouſnefſe is not the cauſe, but it is fin, 
either in themſelves or others. 

1. Inthemſelves, Foro the Saints 
have their failings, Seek thy ſervant, 
0 Lord, for I have gone aſtray like 4 
| ſheep that is loſt, And 3s they have 
theirs fins, ſo they have thcir ſorrows. 
It coſt Davia many a ſalt tear. How 
he weeps and prayes, . Plal. 51. Lord 
wake me to hear the woice of jcy and 
* gladneſſe, that the bones which thou 
haſt broken may rejoyce. The cry of 
his fin had made ſuch a noiſe of for- 
row, that it deaft his :ears from the 
voice of joy. And he is afraid, © caſt 
me not away in thy diſpleaſure': but 
reſtore to methe joy of thy ſalvation, 
Do not charge your ſorrows: on the 
. waies of righteouſnefſe, bur your 
{warving from thoſe wayes. He that 
ors out of Gods way he goes into 

armes way, and returnsagain by the 
weep.ng crofle. Or if it be not the 
| I 4 ſenſe 
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ſenſe of their preſent ſins which cauſes 
all this ſorrow, perhaps they conli- 
der the time paſt, and it 1s their 
trouble that they have ſpent (o much 
of their time in vanity : j« they mourn 
not becauſe they are righteous, but 
becauſe tkey were no ſooner ich, Or 
if they be troubled at their preſent 
condition, it is not becauſe” they are 
good, but becauſe they are not {ſo 
good as they deltie ro be. They 


count not themſelves, as if they had *' 


already attained, or were already per- 
te, they ſec others thar are far' be- 
fore them : '{o they are heavy, not 
becauſe they are. holy, but becauſe 
not ſo holy as they ſhould. As 
ſome ccyctous woridling , - who 


frets and toyles in the world, as.if - 
he were not wortha penny, and out . | 


of a greedy defire of more, ſtill com- 
grains of poverty. So the Saints 
ometimes, ſo carneſtly .defirous to 
be yet more righteous, they loſe the 
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joy and comfort of thoſe graces. they 
| already have, Let us nor then impure 
that to their godlineſfe, which pro- 
ceeds rather from the want, Burt cer- 
tainly conclude there's much ſweet- 
neſſe init, whileſt rhey thus hunger 
and thirſt after it. Thus in them- 
ſelves. 

' 2, In otherse The Lord cals to 
weeping, and they mourn in Sion. It 
is for the abominations that arc done 


'; intheland, So David,Pſal. 119.136. 


Mine eyes run down with tears, becauſe 
men keep nat thy commandements. 
Ard Lot amongſt the filthy Soede- 
mites, 2 Pet. 2.8. In ſeeing and hea- 
ring,vexed his righteows ſoul from day 
to day with their unlawfull deeds. It 
| tsthe ſorrow of the Saints to ſce God 
. diſhonoured, and poor ſouls endan- 
gered. :To hear on the one” hand, 
men ſpeaking perverlc things, to draw 
away diſciples after themy andto (ce 
on the other hand, men ſo untecla- 
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mable from: their fooliſh and vain 
courſes, and running headlong to 
their own damnation. If there be 
any conſolation in - Chriſt Jeſus, if 
any comfort of love, it any bowels 
and mercies, muſt ir not needs grieve 
them to:fee men (o fool away their 
hopes of glory to dwell with ever- 
laſting burnings? Their charity is 
great, and they could wiſh all men 
like themſelves in that which is good. 


\ 


As Paulto Agrippa, I would to God *« 


that not only thou, but all that htay me 


this day, were both almoſt, and alroge Re 
ec 


ther ſuch as I am, excepting t 

bends. And if they will not be per- 
ſwaded, Jer. 13.17, If ye will not 
hear, my ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret places 
for your pride, Thus weeping for 


chem that weep not for. themſelves. , . 


. And Elijah betakes himſelf unto the 

cave. And why ſo? They have bro- 
ken the covenant, they have thrown 
down the altars, they have ſlain the 
Pro- 
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Prophets with the ſword, Are the 
lives of the Saints ſforrowful s But 
examine your own hearts, if the fault 
lie not in your felves. Were your 
ſclves lefle wicked, theirlives would 
be more comfortable, Thus till you 
ſce it is not the righteouſneſſe of the 
Saints which makes their hearts ſad, 
but rather the want of it, -cither in 
themſelves, or others. Nay yet fur- 
ther, even this ſorrow ts their joy. 
Whileft they thus mourn, thongh 
others provoke God, and perith in 
their own devices, yet God mill feta 
mark upon them that mourn in $70, 
thar the deftroying Angel may paſſc 
over. Ef. 4.5. Gvd will create upon 
every dwelling place 'of Mount S101, 
and upon her Aſſemblies, a cloud; and 
ſmoke by day, and the ſhining of a fla- 
ming fire "4 night : for upon. all the 
glory ſhall be a defence. 'So'that no- 
thing might hinder their peace and 
joy in believing, but ſo ſtil], Rejoyce ye 
righteoms. 2. A 
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2, A Diredion. 


The way to ſolid and true joy is 
the way of the rightcous. 

Beloved, we all defire ſolid and 
true joy.. This that which we all long 
after, rolead a cheerfull and 'a com- 
fortable life, and ro make a joyful and 
a-happy,cnd. My Text direQs you 


to the means, Get into the number of 


the righteows. This is that which 
will give you joy in the end, joy 
without end :. and this only. You 
think to finde it ſome in one way, ſome 
in another, ſome ina third : one pur- 
ſuesitina way of riches, a ſecond in 
a way of honours, a third in a way 
of plealures. They do bur pleaſe 


L . 
i 


themſelves in their own fancies, and . . 


embrace meer ſhadowes. Either yau 
muſt findeit in a way of righteoul- 
neſle, or you ſhall never attain ta ſo- 
lid and. ſoul-ſatisfying joy. I a 

rlt 
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firſt ſhew you where you cannot finde 
it and then where true joy 1s to. be 
ad, 

1. Do not ſeck it in the way of 
riches. Many men thiok, if they had 
but wealth enough, they ſhould have 
| joy enough. Itis true perhaps if they 
had-enough: but we ſee it by expert- 
| ence, Eccleſ. 1. 8, The eye i not ſa- 
tified with ſeeing, nor the ear fill'd 


with- hearing, So Ecclel. 5. 10. He 


' that loweth filwer ſhall not be ſatisfied 
| with ſilver, nor' he that loveth abun- 
| dantewith increaſe, As the dropſic 
| to the body, ſo is covetoulſneſle to 


' the minde, Mille mers errent in mon- 


| tibus Agni, Oh that I had a thouſand 
| lambs upon the mountains. And 
when we have got 'a thouſand, then 


| pauperis eit numerare pecus, he iS but 


a poor man that can number his cat- 


tel, The more we have, the more, 


we crave. And how ſhall we quench 
his thirſt, which is increaſed by drink. 
| ing ? 
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ing? , Beſides, though we could 
' have enough, yetwe arc not ſure to 
hold it. Prov. 23. 51. Wilt thon ſet 
thine ey45 wpon that which & not 2 For 
riches, certainly make themdclves 
wings, they flic away as an Eagle to- 
ward heayen. And then the more 
our joy in the fruition, the greater 
our ſorrow in the lofle. However 
when death. comes, ſuch as our en- 
trance, {uch is the exis : Naked came 
we into the word, and naked muſt me 


go ont of the world, Wedo but im- ' 


brace the cloud in ſtead of Favs, 
Whileſt we think ro hug a happi- 
neſſe in abundance, Soul, thau haſt 
much goats laid up for. many. years, 
eat, drink,and be merry; Neath comes, 
and our joy' goes : Thos fool, _ this 


night thy ſoul ſhall be taken from thee, 


and then whoſe ſhall theſe things be * 

2. Donot ſcek it in the way of 
honours. Many pleaſe themſelves in 
the way of eminency. 0h quam pul- 
chrum 


wet Ame DA we DAQxt - dw. - A * 
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chrum eſt digits monſtrari, & dicier, 
His eft, what a brave thingit1s ro be 
pointed ar, There goes ſuch a man ! 
So, if they can but climb up into ſuch 
an office, or get the praiſe and ap- 
plauſe of men, eſpecially .rhe favour 
of ſuch great ones, Hamas invited 
to the Qucens banquet, then went he 


| to his home joytul!, and with glad 


+26. hc. 2a ? I + a. 


heart, Ir is true indeed, 4 good name 
5.44 4 precious oynitment, 4nd. more to 
be deſired then gold and ſilver, yet as 


eo0d As it is, remember ir 1s, bonum ſene 


ſera aut clave, a good without lock 


and key, It is a thing ſcarce in our 
own —_—y We ſtand much ar the 
courteſie of others for it.” And can 
we Chain up the winds? The multi- 
tude who but yeſterday *would have 
crown'd our :Saviour, to day, Away 


- with bim, crucifie him, And Haman 


in that height of fayour with King 
Ahaſhuerws, how ſuddenly is the wind 
in another corner? and whileſt yer 
at 


” 
*- 
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at the banquet, the Kings countenance 
is changed, and he ſees that evil is de- 
termined againſt him by the King. So 
Herod, whileſt loud in the acclama- 
tions of the people, The voice of Ged 
and not of man, preſently the Angel of 
the Lord ſmites bim, and Herod «& 
eaten up of wormes. He became a 
prey to thoſe baſe flatrerers (ſo Fo- 
 ſephus ſeems to give the ſenſe, though 
I conceive he comes ſhort in the ſto- 


ry) and thoſe who ſo applauded him, | 


were his devourers. 

3- Do not ſeek it in the way of 
pleaſures. Many go this way, and 
think themſelves the only men. 
Whileſt others are toyling in the earth 
of riches, or (wearing in a throng of 
offices and honours, rheſe enjoy rhe 
world at will,” and feaſt themſelves 


upon the ſweat of other mens labours: * 


Thus one ſports _ his time in 
gaming. And when he hath con- 


quered his neighbour, and made oy 
{cl 


8 OO > AAA. 
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ſelf maſter of anothers purſe, is nor 
the box the: only gainer £'- So they 
(hall finde it when they come to the 
laſt game, when'the ſoul lies ar ſtake ; 
they have loſt their time, and now 
| hell it ſweeps all away. 

A ſccond.ſwils away his time in 
| drinking. Let ws fill our ſelves with 
| ffrong-drink, and to morrow ſhall be s 
' this day, 'and mich more ' abundant. 
| But-doth not | the aking pate, and 
/ cmpry purſe-chide. them to an after 
reckoning © Wo to them that riſe up 
early for ſtrong drink, that continge 
#ntill night, till wine inflame them. 

- A third | beaſtiates himſelf in 
goatiſh lechery.. Cone let ws take our 
fill of loves. "And when Amnon hath 

| gothis will of his fiſter Tamer, the ha- 
' tred-wherewith he hateth her, is more 
' © then the 'love wherewith he loved 
| her. And what fruit had ye then in 
| thoſe . things whereof ye are now 


aſhamed * 
K A 


1-4 


| 
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A fourth perhaps of more! he- 
roick ſpirit,he is for high atchieve: 
ment, and more noble aCtion.' - $6 
Nebuchadne7ar pleaſes himſelf in the 


contemplation of his works. 7s wot 


this great Babylon which 1 bave built? _ * 


And whileſt the word was yet in the 
Kits mouth, thee fell a voice From 
heaven, 0 King Nebuchadnezzar; tv 
thee be it ſpoken, the Kingdome  dt+ 
parted from thee, And when Alexans 


der hath conquered the whole world, , 


his fathers fall from his. horſe- into 
the duſt; if he -view the print of his 
body,it will ſhew him, that as Iitle 
earth contains him as another nan. 
A fifth perhaps more contempla- 
tive, of a clearer intelle&, he ſees" the 
folly of the world whileſt ſo very 
throng and bufie, as Ants upon-the 


mole-hill, and he delights himſelf in * 


his ſtudy, to diſcourſe with forein 
languages, to view Natures ſecrets, to 
conſult with former ages. This man 
ſcems 


m4 wy SS 6 EP POIYSYL SDS mTQ oO wYw7h| 


wh 
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ſeems: to.come'the-nextelt : foo the 
Scholar findes a 'pleaſarte*in i; Hore 
plcaſure in-his-bovks then eirher the 
covetous in;hisbilgs, orthe"vluptu 
| ous:at:his board; of the lechbrons it 
| | bisibed;. or Noo praptarical 2 the 
 noiſeahd tumute ofi his 'rti6ſk- hetoick 
| aRtibus. Yer reſember;tHhon h we 
ceuld.fprak all> laruages;' yet-'2f we 
' fpeakhat the Jandiovcf X vary. we 
| areiiatnongſt '"Gotls" praple 6 but as 
Barkerih: Or uh ApSURTIO 
1 ſpeak with tht tonne" vf\ Ap) ANN 
Angbls, yea rhoogh 11 t edbott al 
myſl evees, rar Fryry ws yer if'I 
heve net "Tar Deb cs 8: Jbaj- 
| ding\brdfie;\xh #36 « 118g CySbil. 
| Ifthercbe not the ſap” of grateiiithis 
rtee 'of 'kriowledpe, ar-bears noting 
| butleives. Nay worſe; BeeRf'47 $8. 
 Tamuchmifaomis meh grief}, dd he 
| thar»ixereaſeth 'kaowltdge ine4 eaſthh 
| forrew. The 'more- ave 5 olwr, the 
more*we diſcoycr the vattity- of whac 
| K 2 we 
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we.know. : Howeyer, Ecclel. 12,12, | jj 
of making. many books there is no end, | 
and —_ ſtudy i; 4. mearine(ſe of the * 
fleſh. And now. what ſhall we fay ? 
as 2 man;that hath. ſought all corners, | 
if' here ;jwe-finde; not the true joy, | 
where ſhall we hope for it? Shall we 
zoyn all-rogether2 Nay ,adde to:theſe 
all that your: hearts! can think.” So 
Solomon.he run, through: all, Eccleſ. | 
2 10«Whaiſoever mine ryes deſired | |, 
T kept -n0r:from thews «1 withheld\not - 
ny. heart from any joys. But doth» he t 
finde.it.?.'Verſ. 1 t, Then Looked upon | ; 
all the works... that... mw hands had 
wronght, and. on the labour that 1 had | 
laboured. to. do - .. and bebpld, all was | 
vanity and vexdtion\ of ſpirit. '$ols- 
mon. that, had. expeximented all the | , 
pleaſures that the wit, or wealth, or  . 
ſtrength. of man could wan; reach, | « 
| | 
c 


how ſhall we finde it where he could 
not? Verſ. 12. For what can the man * 
do that cometh after the King 2 Alas | 

' all 
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P all is emprineſſe. But as the*tom- 
{ plexion on a painted face; whicty the 

| next” winde blowes off, and rhen' ap- 
pears the deformity. ' Ecclef 2:2t. 1 
| | ſaid in my heart, 'Go 10 now; I will 
| prove thee with mirth, therefore joy 
pleaſure: andbehold, this alſo '*wa- 
nity. | Nay, worſe, Verl. 2.\ ſaid of 

| lawghter, It is mad, and of mirib, What 

1 doth it? What (doth indeed ſuch 
| mirth, but wound the conſciencetoan 

” after torment 2 - We behold rhejolli- 
| ty; but withall rake- notice -of'tthoſe 
inward gripes. When Empliweheard 

| | the people commending 'his wife as 
| agallant Lady, he ſhewed them his 
foot, Calceus. iſte annon waldexcon- 

| cinnws ? Is not this ſhooe avery'neat 
one © ' but you feel nor where: it: pin- 

- . Cheth me. I have read of atkinde of 
| ſmallage, which, they ſay; gripesthe 

| guts, whileſt ir (ers a man token | 

| outward: grinning , and ia ſeeming 
laughter: ſuch. is char: fooliſhd)znghe+ 
7 K 3 ter, 
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tex; andthe; guilt of conſcience 2s a | 
(ecretſtang poylſ ons'his joy, and marrs / 
allbisabitsh, As a filent- ſcourge, .it | 
erycst hem many a: privy. laſh © and 


a$San unſeen {ore,it 1 them to ma- 
ny & lytter pang, w 


n none diſcerns | 


it but themſelves. However duch a | 
time) will- come. Ef, 29. 8, 7t ſhall } 


EVEN be a6.when 4 hungry man Aream- 


&th; Wd behold be eateth + but he | - 
awateth, ard his ſoul: is empty, They | 


are-now alleep, and they dreams 

plete : Þut when their conſciences 
areaiwakened, then they ſhall finde an 
EX75bie's: (crole written - within; and 
without; Woe, and' mourning, and 
lamentation. Luk. 6 25. Wae wit! 
yourthetbaneh now, for ye ſball monrs 
avd weep, Their laughter: (hall þe 


turned: into mourning, and theit: joy. 


irivo-weaping. } Burt, reJoyce ye tighr 
REO, 1 lit; 0 

£ FrAall naw ſhew you where txue 
Joycs lark:tocbe found.:: Do noz think 
9 VO; | ro 


- 


<b> th Ae. if 


t 
C 
c 
I 
| 
| 
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ta: gather grapes of thornes, ar figs 
of  thiſtles ; they*] bur rend your 
clsthes;--and prick your hands. Do 
not weary your (elves in purſuit. of 
ſbadows; thole vain pleaſures, though 
{wcer in the mouth, as the book in 


| the Revelations, yer they'l prove bit- 
| ter in. the. bejly.. , But betake your 
| felves to the, waics of Gad, firſt [eek 
| - the Kingdom of þeauen, and the righ- 


teonſueſſe thereof, the righteanſneſſe 
which i of God. 'This is that alone 


heave — wherein dwelleth righteouſ- 
Mes: y Beloyed, I, know YAU defir E lt, 
Bod I.could heartily ;wiſh .that every 


Bur 
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Bur then you muſt get into the num- 


ber of the righteous. Upon this' de- 
pends all your hope of happineſle; 
as cver you expe true joy, ſo it con- 
cerns you to look after this. And 
the rather to awaken let me tell you, 
There is no joy in any condition 
without this, be it never ſo glorious, 
but a fulneſle of joy in any condition 
with it, be it never fo meat - 
1. Thereis ro joy in any conditi- 
on without this, be it never ſo glori- 
ous. Till we get intothe number-of 
the righteous there's no'true peace-of 
conſcience: and what ' Joy ' can' that 
man haye who is ar odds with” hitn 
ſelf? There's no peare with God, "#0 
peace to the wicked, ſaith my Gol. And 
whileſt A4haſhwerws frowns upon' H«- 
man, what 'pleaſure can he | finde! in 
his wealth, or in his\glory Whileſt 
Godfrowns' upon us; it imbitter#Qur 
choiceſt  morſels.: '- Suppoſe 'we* had 
theiwealth-of the- whole-world upon 


Our 


- 


| 


: 
. 
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our backs,” . they are"bur: as cloathes 
caſt on a dead man.. Our cloathes 
muſt firſt receive a heat from rhe bo- 
dy ere they return.a heat to the body: 
| There muſt be the matter of joy in 
| us, atleaſt a (ubj«R capable, a. calm 
| andaclear minde, ere we receive the 
comfort of any thing withour us. Sup- 
poſe we- fit at the: top- of honours, 
high in the opinion of the world, it 
is but as a malefator applauded: by 
the By-ſtanders, aliswe are condem- 
ned by the Judge. Suppoſe we. live 
in all the variety of pleaſures that this 
world can' yeeld us: So the Tyrant 
of Syracuſe ſer the flatterer: at.his'ta- 
ble richly furniſhed, bur with a drawn 
ſword hanging over-his. head +by-a 
{lender. threed : ſo every moment 
threatens ourdeſtruRtion. And what 
comfort found Belſha3Ferin his cups 
and company, at that royal feaſt, at- 
tended with athopſand Lords when 
he ſaw that: hand-wiiting/on the wall 
againſt 


_— 
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againſt him * Preſently his thoughts 


are troubled: } Alas, what is the whole 
world, but as muſick to an-aking ear, 
or as. glorious pictures to ſore eyes, 
or delicious meats to a diſeaſed ſto- 
mack,-or a draught of wine to-a man 
vn! a þurning; feayer ; no refreſhment, 
but more ſorrow. Son, remewber,thou 
in. thy hife time. receivedſt' thy good 
things, therefore -1bou  ars naw tor- 
mined. 


There is joy-:enough, a fulneſſe of . 


joy. in any.candition with it,be it neyer 
{o: mean, -{cem- it never ſo: miſerable 
in the cyes of men, If we: be in the 
number of-rhe-tighteous, of an /ho- 
neſt, and an-upsight heart, there's the 
peace of conſcience, a continual feaſt, 
there's 'a peace with God; nay the 
peace of God: which! paſſerh all un: 


{ 


derſtandingyfoa.joy unſpeakable and * | 


glorious. :If-ithe heart | be upright, 
throw a- mani imo; poverty, this per: 
fumes u$s;52gs;and-telifbes: his pulle 


and 
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and water, Threaten: bim with dan- 
gers, Hicmuras ahenews eſto, this is 
his wall of brafſe, the: breſt-plate of 
righteouſneſſe,, he knows nothing by 
himſelf: caſt him as #6 - upon. the 
dunghill, ſt;jip hint-of-all that the 
world can promiſe, yet God is. his 
God, who is the- fouritain of mercies, 
and the God of all-comforts.. When 
the peoplc ſpake of ſoning hinj;-yet 
Davrd encouraged. himfclf : inthe 
-Lord his God. $0-is ita wealth in 
the deepeſt poverty,;an honour:in the 
'blackeft ignominy, a comfort: je the 
ſaddeſt miſery. Nay, then, whenall 
'other delights failus, when therews/ 
\ dajes, come. upon us,ananhe yes draw 
uigh, wherein we ſay, 1 have no pleaſure 
in thew. When the keepers of the houfe 
begin cto tremble, and the grinders 
ctaſe heeanſe they are few, and thoſe 
that Icok.ant ot the window. are dark- 
ned,  ang;the daughters of muſick are 
branght law. +Cat thy ſervant tafe 
"Yew either 
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eirher what I eat; or what I driik,(aith 
old BarFiHai, Can I hear any more the 
voice of ſinging' men or ſinging wo- 
men ? But then eſpecially when we 
lie upon our death-beds, ' what: are all 
tbe Kingdoms of the world, and the 


glory of them? Ah miſerable comfor- 


zers art ye all. In ſtead of rejoycing, 
perhaps they: affright us. ' Ah woc 
worth the "day that ever mine heart 
hankered after riches, thatever mine 
eyes dazled' npon honours, that 
ever mytecth watered after pleaſures, 
theſe, theſe are they for which I firſt 
wounded : coriſcience, and now they 
ſtare-in my face worſethen either hell 
or devil. But our righteouſneſs ſtands 
by us, and an upright heart it ſpeaks 
comfort to us, and when we ate td go 
our of the world, 2 Cor.-1. 12. This 
& 'our rejoycing, even the teſtimony of 
4 "gpod conſciente,-' that "4njincerity 
and godly ſimplicity, we havechad onr 
converſation in\ the wortd} \In"this 

way 
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way there” $joy both in life and death 
and atthe day of judgement, and'your 
& joy ſhail no mantake away from you 


wy ojce pe Cy 
3: An E hartaton 


"Be righteous,and R4j ojce, 
-'1« .Be righteous. As you are made 
Is through theirighteouſneſſe 
Chriſt imputed; ſo'exerciſe your 
, aelves inthe tles of righteouſneſle, 
as ever you expect true” joyes. I have 
ſhew'd: you betore whar- this tighre- 
ous man is, As one that is cloathed 
in the righreouſreſſe of "God through 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus; ſo ' one thar 
receives this. righteouſneſſe into: his 
head, he knows itz into this heart, he 
Lovesi it z and into bis lifezhe: works i it. 
1 Joh. 3: 7, He that duh righteoufe- 
weſſe, is righteous, Ina; word, he 
is 4 man of an honeſt and an upricht 
heart, So you have him in this y_ =— 
| the OS || 
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the-latter pare cxplains the fry 
Rejojre yerighteons, and fhions' for joy 
all ye that arexpright in. heart; This 
is the man that hath ſolid-and true 
joy. And the more we exerciſe our 
ſclves in this way,. the 'greater is our 
rejoycing. Oh what a ſweet encou- 
ragement ! Soft tt ſtir us upto exer- 
cile gur {elves inthe waies, of righte- 
oulneſle,, rightetuuſneſle roward God, 
righteouſneſle toward men. il[t 'is that 
of, the Apoſtle; At. 24. 16, Here 
do. 1 exerciſe myſelf to have alwaies 2 
conſcience yoid of offence | tonakd GH 
and toward men. -c. 

+,.1+-1n the way of righteouſneſſe ro- 
ward God, thatis,'inthe! way: of his 
Commaridements. The way of Gods 
Commandements thatis a right way, 
and it is a heatt-xezoycing way. Plal. 
19, 8. The:;fatutes of the Loyd ave 
right, rejoycing 1he- heart, Do ye not 
finde it by experience £ 1 wo to 
your own e/conl{ciencess When ye 
have 
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haveſperit the day it Gods ſervice; 
| andfit down at night,ahd review the 
works tharye have done, doth it not 
afford a more ſolid: and: ſweet \cons 
| tentment to your ſouls, then if -you 
had ſurfeired your ſelves in the. vain 
empry pleaſures of the world *:R'oms 
6. 1.9. 'As therefore 'ye have yeelded 
your. membeys ſervants 't0 nnchkeanneſs 
and to iniquity, ſo now yetld your mem: 
| bers ſerwants to rg loonfeny e nntare> 
fineſſe. The Apoſtle prefles « 'with 
arguments prp and con, verſc21; What 
| freit had ye. then in thaſe things 
whereof att +: now aſhamea ?: forithe 
end of thoſe things t.denth, | Biutzuow 
bring made free ' from ſin; ye: ave 
your frait unto holineſe,'and'the: eud 
thereof 'xverlaſting life." "It will be 
your eternal joy.. 
- 2, Inthe way of righteouſneſſe to 
ward men. Nor can you indeed be 
righteous before God, except "ye 
make conſcience of your waies with 
men. 


144  Thegrand Inquiry 


men. :Becauſe God requires both. Pf, 
15.1.Lord,who ſhat dwel im thy taberna- 
cles who ſhall reſt in thy holy hill ? even 
he: that leaderh an uncorrupt life, and 
doth the thing w# us right,and ſpeaketh 
the truth from his heart ; he that hath 
uſed no deceit with bis tongue, nor done 
evil to his neighbour, That juſt and 
faithful ſervant; it is he that ſhall en- 
ter into the. joy of his Lord; Oh then 
do'no wrong to any man, neither by 


word nor deed. Though you have it 


tnyour power, and might: be. gainers 
by-irt, yer+ whar you get by fraud); 
will ir not be your forrow.in the end? 
Sowill.it breed aworm in your-con- 
fctences, thar ever gnawingynever dy- 
ing worm : yea'a moth in your cſtates, 
and/' a/ curſe upon your poſterity. 
Pial. 37. 35. 1 have ſeen the wicked 


in great proſperity, and ſpreading him- 


ſelf like a green bay-tree : yet he paſſed 
away, and lo he was not, yea 1 ſought 
him, but he conld not be found. But 


mark 
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mark the righteous man, and behold 
| the upright, for the end of that mau 

i peace, Oh what a joytul end ! Nay 
in the way, when troubles come up- 
on us, what a breſt-plate is righreoul- 

| neſſe to ward off the blow? But think 
| with your ſelves what a rejoycing ir 
| wasto Samuel, when the people had 
| caſt off his government, thar. yet he 
could challenge rhem ; 1 Sam, 12.3. 
Behold, 1 am here, witneſſe againſt me 

' before the Lord, and before his Anoint- 

| ed, whoſe oxe have I taken, or whoſe 
a(ſe have 1 taken, or whom have I de- 
frauded 2 This is our .encourage- 
| ment, and(ſo we ſhall finde it in the 
day. of trouble, art leaſt when we lie 
| uponourdeath-beds, the rejoycing of 
our ſouls. Learn we therefore, not 
only not to wrong, butto give every 
man his due, even honour ro whom 
honour is due: nay tothe very mea- 
neſt: nor-only in a way, of cquity, 


| butina way of charity : for this allo 
is 


| 
DA aw 


— 
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is a part of the righteouſneſſe of 
Saints. So Daniel gives the counſel to 
NebuchadneF$ar, Dani 4-27. Brtak 
off thy fins by riehteviſatſſe, and 
rhine inquities by ſhewing mercy 10 
the povy,- The more we lay our out 
ſelves in the righreouſnefſe of cha- 
rity, the more ſh.ll be our joy at that 
great \day. Pial. 112. 9. He hath 
diſperſe ef abroad, be hath T21ven to the 
poor : ha righteonſneſſe endureth for 


honour. For we muſt know that 'our 
works they follow us : not what we 
have gotten, but what we have gl- 
ven. 1was hungry, and ye gave we 
| meat, Come ye bleſſed. And ſo will 
| God judge us according to our works. 
| Accord ng to the meaſure | of this 
righteoulneſſe, ſo ſhall be our mea- 
ſure ani degree of joy. Thus te 
awaken us tothe waics of righteoul- 
neſſe, both before God and man. Bur, 


3- What- 


ever, his horn ſhall be exalted with 


| 


| 


| 
! 
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*-3+ Whatſocver we do, to doit with 
an-honeſt and ar-upright heart. This 
isthat which govesus pure and un- 
mixed joy, when we do1tin the intc- 
grity. and- uprightnefle of our; ſouls. 
Many are diſconraged'in the waies 
of righreoutnefle, becauſe they finde 
not thoſe joyecs - ri them they 'expe- 
&ed. Iris becauſe they a&- not with 
thar; aprightneſſe as the righteous 
doth. Pertiaps cherc is roo! mach of 
feif-pleaſing and yain-glory init. $9 
rhe hypocrites give almes''fo be' ſeen 
of men: wveviiy I ſay ants you they 
havr' their reward... But do-it as you 
ought ro: do! ir, ' and ye (hall finde 
the incouragement,, and - joy in 
it» And, 3 g 
1, Doit as in the fight of God, 
ſerting him ſtill before your' eyes' as 
ſpectator, wirneſle, and the" judge of 
all your actions.\\Gen. 17% 1 T am 
God alk ſufficient, watk before'me\ and 
be upright. Soca _—_ before- God, 

V. 2 as 
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a alwaies: in his fight, this is to. be 
upright. in the cyes-of- God. Thus 
Abraham walked before God, that is, 
he walked uprightly. And thus Fo- 
tham | prepared his way before the 
Lord, that is, inthe fancerity and up- 
rightnefſc of his ſoul he ſer himſelf to 
{:ek the Lord, Thus Pasl, 2 Cor, 
2. 17. Weave not as many which cor- 
rupt theword of God, but as of fince- 
rity, but as of God, in the ſight of God 
ſpeak we in Chriſt Feſws, Whilſt we 
corrupt our wates in darknefle, we 
darken and corrupt our joyes : but 
when- we a&t openly as alwaies in 
Gods ieyes, then we have our re- 
joycings betore God. 

2 Doir with the who!e heart. Pf. 
119: 76: 1-will praiſe thee with up- 
rightneſſe of heart, when 1 ſhall have 
learn'd thy righteous judgements. And 
then verf, 10, With my whole heart 
have T ſought thee. So to ſeck God 

with an upright heart,'is ro ſeek God 


with 


who is the Righteous Man. 149 
with the who'e heart. Thus Samuel 


exhorts the people, to” fear the' Lord, - 


and to / erve him in iruth, and with all 
their heart, He'that ſerves God in 
the truth of his heart, will ſerve him 
with all his heart. So Foſah, and 
the-people made a covenant before the 
Lord,- to walk after the Lord, with 
all thety heart, and with all their ſoul. 
And David's Worthies are commen- 
ded, thar they were not of. a double 
heart, 4 heart and a heart, where there 
is adivided heart, there can be nc (ct- 
tledjoy. 4 dowble minded man: © un- 
ſtable in all his waies.: 4s « wave of 
the ſea, driven to and fro, Os 
W hi'eſt as thoſe Samaritans that fear- 
ed rhe Lord, and ſerved their own 
Gods, ſo our hearts are divided; -and 
our joy to ſeck., 'Pſal. 12.2; They 
ſpake wanity, every« one" with his 
_— with : flattering lips, 'and 
witha double hears do they ſpeak. A 
double heart ſpeaks vanity,” and ſo 
L 3 his 
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his rejoycings are but vanity. : It is 
an entire heart that gives us an en- 
tire joy. | 

3. Doit with a pure heart, a heart 
cleanſed from the filth. of 1h. 1 do 
not expe& that ye ſhould be withour 
ſin, whileſt you. carry fleſb about 
you. For who can-ſay, 1 have cleanſed 
my heart, I am pure from my ſin © Burt 
keep yourhearts from the loveoft fan. 
I Tim. 1.'5. The:endof the comman- 


dcment it charity out of a pure heart, 


and of a good conſcience, W here the:e 
is 2 good conſcience, an honeſt and:an 
upright: hcarr, there: is a pure heart. 
O do not deceive your ſelves with the 
love of any filthy luſt ; but p'\uck. out 
thar right cye, your darling and be- 
lovediin. Thought be bur one, and 
as Lot:concerning Z oar, 1s it not 4 
little one ? Thar little fin, as a thick 
in the cheſt, will rob you of your 
comforts. If thefountain be defiled, 


muſt not the ſtreams be muddy f and 


your 


/ 
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your rejoyCings like the trqubled wa- 
reis, {o they loſe their clearneſſe. Bur 
Mar, 8, 8/[:4 ac the prre in heart, 
for they ſhall ſee God. It 18 the pure 
heart that intiiles to 4b {ce pure 
Jaycs. | ; 

4-Doitin truth and in ſincerity. 
Heb. 1c. 22, Let-#5 drow. more with 
a pare heart, An,uprighs heart chat is 


- atrue heart, and a true heart 1s 2 fins 


cere heart, without fraud and with- 
out guile. Sincera, queſs ſing.cers. Ay 
honey withqut wax: or as bread with: 
our leayen ; ſo without that Jcaven 
of the Phariſees, which is hypgcr-ſie, 
Thus He4ekiah wrought that which 
was good, and-ight, and true. befgre 
the Lord his God. To walk upright- 
ly, isto walk truly. So David wal- 
ke before God in truth, in righte- 
ouſneſle, and. uprightneſle. of heart. 
And itis the prayer of HcJekidh, I 
beſeech thee, O Lord, remember bow 
I have walked before thie in truth, 

L 4 and 
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and with an upright beart, There's a 
truth in our words, oppoled to lying: 
and a truth in our works, oppoſed to 
hypocrific. A ſaying in truth, and a 
doing intruth. But O damnable hy- 
pocrific ! The hypocrite. you know, 
1s 4 painted ſepulchre, fair withour, 
but full of rottennefle within: ſuch 
js their joy, but a rotten joy : as the 
ſummer Pear, mellow to the eye, but 
rotten ar the core. Job 8. 13. The 


hope of the hypocrite = periſh. Nay, . 


Cut him aſunder, ana appoint him his 
portion with hypocrites : as if for them 
God had provided ea otrariſegyr, 4 


greater damnation, Bur as before, ſo. 


I tel] you again, 2 Cor. 1; 12. , Our 
rejoycing i this, the teſtimony of our 
conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly 
ſincerity, we have had our converſa- 
tion in the world, Thus you have had 
the motion to perſwade you to the 
love of the waics of righteouſneſſe, 
both toward God and toward men, 
and 


& ” 
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and to _excteiſe your ſelves in them 
with an upright heart. It will be your 


joy. Now T'come to the 
2. Rejoyce. Let ſuch as are righ- 


| teous, ſuch as are upright in 


| heart, remember, that it 1s their duty, 


and God cals upon them, Rejoyce ye 
r:gbteous, 'Oh be not awanting to 


| your ſelves, but conſider that happy 


condition wherein God hath ſer you, 
maugre the malice of men ordevils, 


.. and let not any take away your glo- 


ry. Rejoyce in the Lord alwaies, and 
again 1 ſay rejoyce. Beloved, though 
ir may ſeem cafie, yer this is a duty 
of much difficulty. Ir. is* eafter for 
me to preach, then either for yot 
or me to praRiſe : eſpecially in ſuch 
times as theſe. A wvorce of wailing s 
heard in oar ſtreets, How are we [bob 
led? Had we no moreto look upon 
bur only the ruines of a glorious 
Church, to ſee our cattle engendring 


with divers kindes, and-begetting 


{uch 
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ſuch-monſters in Religion, ro ſee 
our ground. ſown with ſeveral ſceds, 
and thetares ſa choaking the good 
wheat, to ſce; our garments mingled 
of linnen and woollen,and this grown 
ſo- much into faſhion, that many fol- 
low their pernicious waies, by reaſon 
of whom the way of truth is evill 
ſpoken on., Are we priviledged bc- 


ond the Arpel of the Church of 


hy:tira? Rev. 2. 20. I have ſome- 


what againſt thee, Becauſe thow ſuſfereſt | 
the woman Jclabcl, who callth her ſelf | 


4 Propheteſſe, to teach, and to ſeduce 
21y people. And how (ad is the doom 2 
Jer. 12, 9+, Mine heritage # unto me 
44..4 ſpeckl:d bird , the birds round 
about are evnſ her. Come ye, a] :m- 
hle all thg beaſts of the fill, come to 
devour, . And now how ſhall we 
fing the Lards ſong thus ina ſtrange 
land.? But why not 2 were the timcs 
worſe, then, bleſſed be God, they as 
Jt are, yet.there's joy for the righ- 
tcQus, 
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rcous, there is at the leaſt a rejoycing 
of hope. Heb. 3.6. If ye hold fff zbe 
confidence, ana rejoycing of the Se 
firm unto the end. Nay, Luk. 21. 28. 


Lift np your hands, for your redempti- 


0n draweth »;gh. Our Saviour in that 
place is ſpeaking of the: worſt- of 
times, Mens hearts: failing thews for 
fear, and for looking afterrihe things 


| which are. coming - upon the earth: 
| arndthen lift up your heads, faith he, 
' then the time of the Saints gr 


hopes. 'S0 is the night the darkeſt at 


the approach of day : and Saints joy 


the greateſt in thar darkeſt night, Bur 
perhaps there 1s. yet ſomething elſe 
that troubles you. Beloved, as Fodb 
removed the dead body of Amuſa, 
ſo would I rake all ers our of your 
way, that aothing might hinder your 
rejoycing- Dewvid's complaint is (ad, 
PÞſal,.38. 3. There w wo ſoundneſſe in 
my fleſh, becauſe of thine anger : nei- 
ther s there any reſt in my boxes by 
reaſon 


_ 
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reaſon of my ſin. This indeed. is the 
ſad ingredient that imbitters all. Bur 


ſo let me adviſe you to weep ſtill, and 


then 'rcjoyce thar ye can thus weep. 
If it hinder your rejoycing, I muſt 
tcll you that it is a fin. Though it 
may ſcem ſtrange, yet it 1s a truth. A 
man-may fin in ſorrowing for fin. I 
ſuppoſe bur few are guilty in this 
 kinde, Yet it is a fault, when we 
think of ſinſo much, and mourn (o 
unmeaſurably, that it unfits us for 
thoſe other duties God requires at 
ourhands, when it cools our deyo- 
tion, that we cannot pray, or infeebles 
-our faith that: we cannot belicves 
when ir carries us from God, and 
deprives us of that hope which is 
laid up for us-in Chriſt 'Jeſus: In 


a word, when-it takes us from this 


duty, Rejoyce evermore. © Why art 
thou then caſt down, O'my ſoul, aud 
why art thou thus diſquieted within 
we © Imill yet truſt in God, who & the 
healt 1 


. A 


 whoisthe Righteous Man. 157 


health of my countenance, and my God. 
So now [ſhall call upon. you, as upon 
my ſelf, Rejoyce ye 11ghteous. And the 
rather I call upon you, 

1. In reſpe&t unto your ſelves, 
that ye may have the comfort of thoſe 


| bleſſings God hath beſtowed upon 


you beyond other men. As ye heard 
before whilcſt ye look above, God s 
your Father, whileſt below, God ſhall 
tread down Satan under your feet ſhort- 
ly : whilcſt without, sf"s yoars,; whilecſt 
within,the Kingdom of heaven's there: 
whileſt npon the left hand, all rhings 
work together for your good : whileſt 
upon the right, you have God in your 
enjoyments:whilſt behind yougthe win- 
ter us paſt, whileſt before you, en eterni- 
$59. Oh joyful crerniry ! Bur rillHou 
rejoycein theſe things,yoa do but live 
befides your wealth, as that coverous 
worldling, Eccleſ. 6. 2. A man to 
whom God hath given riches, wealth, 
and honours, ſo that he wanteth no- 
thing that bis ſoul deſires : yet God 


gives 
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gives him not power to eat thereof, 
bute ſtranger eateth it, Beſides you 
diſable your felves for - the perfor- 
mance of thoſe duties God requires 
of you under fuch enjoyments, at 
teaſt youperform them nor with thar 
checrtulneſſe and alacrity , as ye 
ought: whileſt your affeftions flag, 
yc loſe the grace of,your performan- 
ces. They come from -you bur as 
water forced againſt the hill, becauſe 


ye have noplcaſure in them. Where- ._. 


as thoſe thar rejoyce in' God, they 
run the waies of his commandements, 
and therein iS their delight. That 
therefore you may have the comfort 
of his mercy roward you, . and 
the honour of a cheerfull ſervice, it 
cofterns you to atrend this duty, Re- 
yoyce ye righteomss | 


2. In regard of others, to-encou- \ 


ragethem ia the waics of rightcout- 
neſle, Numb..13. we read, The 
[pres which were ſent into the land, of 
- Canaan, 
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Canaan, they brought an evil report 
pon the land, inſomnch that the pros 


'| ple Legan to thine of making tbem- 
| ſelves captains, to return agdin into 


| 


[ 
| 


the land of Egypt : ſo whilſt we are 
of thar heavy, heartleſſe and uncom- 
fortable diſpoſition, we bring an 
evill report upon Religion, as if it 
were but ſome fullen fit, or melan- 
cholick humour, and no joy to be 
taken in it. Thus we diſcoutage thoſe 
that were entring in. Beſides we en- 


.courage enemies. Pſal. 13.2. How 


long ſhall I be ſo wvewed m heart? 
How long ſhall the enemy triumph over 
me? then they triumph over us, when 
they ſee us vexed at the heart, Abs, 
ſo would we have it: and this hardens 
them in their wickecnefſe. Bur when 
they ſee our undanted ſpirits, and that 
we go on with cheerfulneſſe and cou: 
rage, this is a trouble tothem. So left 
you diſcourage friends and encourage 
enemies, Rejoyce ge righteous. 

Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, In regard of God, that he 
may have the praiſes due unto his 
name. Pſal. 33. 1. Rejoyce in the 
Lord, ye righteous, for praiſe s com- 
by for the wpright. This is added as 


the reaſon why we muſt rejoyce, be- 
cauſe praiſe is comely ; implying 1in- 


deed that we cannot be thankful ro 
bim, except we rejoyce in him. . 


Whileſt we are ſad and melancho- 
lick, it appears that either we rake no 


norice of his mercies, or ..that we do | 


bur lightly eſteem of them: bur 
when we rejoyce in them, this ar- 
ues, that we highly prize them, and 
rhe more we rejoyce, the more thank- 
full for them. Oh take heed of that 
baſe fin, the fin of ingraritude, an 
odious and provoking fin, It not on- 
ly robs God of his glory, but our 


ſelves. The more thankful we are + 


to God, the more bountiful is God 
rous. Aſcenſus gratiarum eſt deſcens 
ſ«s gratie, As vapours drawn on 
| 0 
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ee re 


bf the catch, return in (howres tothe 
earth: ſo our thanks aſcendifig up ro 
teaven, God ſhowres down 'tipon us 
more abundant . mercies;” ©/Becanſe 
thou haft been faithful 19 a little, be 
thou tultr over much, But then on 
the contrary,” Deut? 28. 47. Becauſe 
thou ſerved not the Lord thy God 


with joyfulneſſe, and with gladneſſe of 


heart, for the abundance of all things: 
therefore (halt thou ſerve thine ene- 


. mies, which the Lord ſhall ſend againſt 


thee, in hunger, and in thirſt, and 
in nakedneſſe, and in the want of all 
things. Thus whileſt we look upon 
God, whether we eye his favour or 
his frown, it concerns us to be joy- 
full that we may be thankfull. Nay 
whileſt we look *upon that ſacred 
Trinity, that we may give him his 
due praiſes, ſo might we double-and 
treble our rejoycings. Be elad in the 
Lord, and rejoyce ye righteous, and 
ſhout for Joy all ye that are apright Fr 

M heart, 
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heart, Thus to God the Father, in in 
whom we rcjoyce; to God the Son, | 
by whom we are made ri qi tha ( 
= to God the Holy Ghoſt, IT 
whom weare vpr ight.in hearts T gh 
three Perſons and one God be the 


-glory of our joy far ever and ever, 
Awen. 
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of Separation. 


Mapa, 


Y Our Ladiſhips Caſe (if 
I rightly underſtand you) 
1s this ; Whether 2 woman {e- 
parating from her Husband for 
want of maintenance, and the 
Court adjudging her an allow- | 
ance, he be not bound in con({ci- 
ence to confirm it, in cale {he 
be willing to hive with him, 

and if he will nor, whether 
ſhe may nor lawfully conti- 
M 2 nue 
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nue in a ſeparation from him. 
Though the leaſt amongſt {, 
the thouſands in Tſrael, yet pro- | 
vidence having. made me Over- 
leer in the flock where this 
Cale is concerned, I humbly 
crave leave to caſt in my mite. 

1. It cannot be denied, but 
that the Husband is bound 1n 
conſcience to allow his Witean 
honourable maintenance ''be- 
ſceming his Eſtate and _ 
for (they twain being one fleſh) 
otherwiſe he ſhould be one of 
Solomon's fools, who lives beltde 
his wealth. Ecclel. 6. 2. | 

2. Where the Court hath de- 1 
termined what that mainte- {| 
nance ſhall be, he ought to ſub- 


mir 
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—— 


mit unto their judgements, for 
the. Judgement 1 1s not theirs but 
Gods. 

3. It hedilobey,he ſins againſt 
GA: for the Powers that be 
are ordained of God. 

4. Yet he:is not bound fur- 
ther then the Decree enjoyns : 
if-chart expire upon her return 
unto. her Husband, it is ſuppo- 
ſed: that then ſhe ſhould ac- 
quielce again in her Husbands 
love. | 
5. :Nor 1s it convenient that 
the ſhould have aflurance in 
caſe of diſlike the ſecond time, 
becauſe that would be as a ſnare — 
upon - her, upon the leaſt dil- 
content to be gone again, con- 


M 3 {1dering 
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ſfidering natures frailty, and the 
deceitfulneſle of the heart, And 
did ſhe ſeriouſly conſider this, 
ſhe would not delire it. 

6. However, I conceive at 


—M 


= preſent, matter of. maintenance 


15.no ſufficient ground for a le- 
paration, except in cale of ex- 
rreme necelsity; here indeed there 
1s no Law, for if ſhe hath not 
whereupon to live at all, ſhe 
cannot live with, her Husband : 
Examine therefore whether the 
maintenance diſputed be of ab- 
ſolute neceſſity ro a being, or 
only of conveniency to. wel- 
being : If the latrer only, though 
[ will not take upon me. pe- 
remptorily to determine, yet [I 
con- 
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conceive far greater inconveni- 
encies 1n Aa Coal then. in 
co-habirarion. I ſhalt humbly 
propound my reaſons, and fub- 
mir them to better judgernetit. 

1.-From that of God in Pa- 
radiſe. Gen. 2.24 Therefore ſhall 
4 man leave father and mother and 
ceave to hs wife. Examine 
t.. Whether the Woman muſt 
not cleave to her Husband, as 
well as the Man unto his Wite. 
2. If they muſt forlake father 
rather then not hold together, 
wherher not the fathers houſe 
thoſe honours and puntilio's : 
if the greater, why not then the 
lefle? In a word, What God hath 
joyned together Jet no man pmt aſun- 
M 4 der : 
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der,, andif no man; how. that 
which is leſlethen man ? 1, 
-/- 2:::Brom' that of our Saviour 
in- his excellent Sermon on the 
Mounz, Mar. 5.,32. But T ſay 
unto you, Whoſoever ſhall put away 
his wife \Javin inthe cauſe of. for- 
Ke, 1090} her to commit 
adultery.” Examine here, 1. Whe- 
ther.a Woman may ſeparate her 
ſelf, ' ſeeing; the; /Man cannor. 
2. Whether any; may do it ex- 
cept fox jfornication, and then 
where is maintenance ? 3. If a Wo- 


* man, ſhould -forſake. her Hus-- 


band,i/and he., commit folly 
with. another, whether ſhe, be 
not guilty of that {17 4. Whe- 
ther the do not contract a guilt, 
| though 
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choug h.hedo it not, whileſt ſhe 
thus Naies him open: to tempta- 
tion. And here is more then 
| the greateſt of inconveniences, 
be it that of Solomon his conti- 
nuall dropping, 

3- From that of the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. 7. 2,4,5. Let the busband 
| render unto the Wife: due beneyos 
lence, and. likewiſe- the: wife uns 
| to ber bugband: for the wife hath 
| not power of her own body, but the 
| busband, and likewiſe the busband, 
hath not: pawer, of his body, but 
the wife... Defraud you not one 
the other, except it be with con- 
ſent for: a time, that ye may give 
your ſelves to faſting. and prayer, 
and come together agam, that Saz 
tan 
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ran tempt you not for your incomy- 


timency. Examine from the words ,' 


morder, 1. Whether it be law- 
fall for the Wife ro withhold 


due benevolence whilftſhecom- 
plains of churliſhneſſe:' 2. Whe- 


ther the Wife hath/ power of | 


ber own-body, whilett ſhe di- 


> ſputes for mamtenance. Z. Whe- 
ther it be not adefrauding of het * 


hasband, whileſt ſhe continues 
ma ſeparation without: his con- 
fent ? 4. Whether with: conſent 
tbe lawful: ro ſepatare,ſave on- 
ly.for atime ? $5. Wherher for 
arime, fave only for this end, 


chat they may give themſelves 


rofaſting and prayers?6. Though 
they doitto this end, yerwhileſt 
| they 


SE OTIS oe Saws . a: at a ES 


a Caſe of Separation. wi 


they continue in a ſeparation; 
whether do they - not expoſe 
' themſelves to SE ro tempt 
them to incontinen 

Madam, The - Af of \ your 
perfeRtions makes me v Jy {es bold, 
| you are able tro appteh 
in a little, and to- correct _ 
which is amifſe;, you know 
this is written with a running 
| pen. [ have but even now re- 
| ceived the Caſe from you. Be- 
ware of-thole who freagrben 
you in the way which is in it 
{elf (to ſay the leaſt of it that can 
be) but £ bad'report: and al- 
lure your felf, that as much is 
(poken ro Sir N. as becomes a 
faichfull teward. Iam ſure thar 


paſſage 
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paſſage in our ancient Liturgje 
1s. not diſagreeing with. Cano- q 
nical Scripture, Curſed is be that | © 
parts between Man and Wife, and 

let all the people ſay Amen.  Con- 
fident of your , acceptance, be- / 
caule though weak, yet froman «: 
upright heart, I reſt 


Tin Madam, + 
Septemb. 3. | 
1654. | PL | S- 

. Your. Ladiſhips moſt 


Humble Servant, - 


-., 'Willam Moore. 


— — 
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Theſe Books following, and ſeverall 
others, are to be ſold by Henry Everſden, 
at the Grayhound in Pauſs 

Church-yard. 


| AN Expolition, with PraRicall Obſervations 


on the Nine firſt Chapters of the Proverbs, 
by Francis Taylor Miniſter of Canterbury, in 
quavto, 

Imputatio Fidei z Or a Treatiſe of Juſtificati- 
on 3 wherein the imputation of Faith for Righte- 
oulnefſle (mentioned in Romans 4, 5, 6.) is ex- 
plained, by Mr. Fohn Goodwin, Miniſter ot the Go= 
ſpel, in quarto, 

Lucas Redivivus, or the Goſpel- Phyfician, pre- 
(cribing (by way of meditation) divine Phyſick 
to prevent diſeaſes, not yer entred upon the ſoul, 
by John Anthony DoRor in Phyfick, in quarto. 

A Comment on Ruth; together with two 
Sermons, one teaching how to live well z the other 
minding #1] how todie well, by Thomas Fuller Aus 
thor of the Holy State, | 


Thete is now ready to publiſh theſe following, 
1. Lag. Riverius his Univerſal body of Phyfick, 
in folto, 


2. The ſeventh day Sabbath, ſought out and 
celebrared, by Tho, Tillam, in Oftavo. 


FINIS. 


